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Criteria,” by which the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is to be 
examined; and to make it the buis nefs of the p KT — Letter to 
conſider the Nature of Man, the Attributes of Gol. and the metho. 

of his moral Government over Mankind, as far as this ſubject is-- 
concerned; and to dear the Scripture doctrines of the: 'Fak; and a 
mediatorial Redemption, from 2 of the falle re epreſentations : of 


1 its Friends and Enemies. 


$ To this purpoſe, in the firſt place, 1 ſhall: g lie Nitu > 0 
of Man: e a. . ee be divine, it muſt be agrable to 
a. 1 the: Nature of thoſe. Beings; to whom it is reveled. Almighty- 
1 N „ God. "hath. given to His Creatures their particular Natures and 
=. + Qualities ; that they may be able to ſerve thoſe Ends and Uſes, . 
BY . for which: he- made them: and i conſe equently, e will govern them 
Y according to thoſe Natures and Qualities ; for a Being of infinite 
8 Wiſdom will always be conſiſtent, through the whole Cou rſe of 
__— e his. Providence : He will not Tequire Vegetables to. act by ; Hire or 
A 1 Volition; nor the Brutes to live by the) Baws of moral:Re&itude; - 
4 nor one Mar: to govern himſeif by another's Underſtanding aud 
4 Conſcience: But he will require of every intelligent 

4 cording to the Capacity he. has given him; and, as 1 he is 
5 - capable. of knowing how he ou 4 to act, 10 far, and no Rte, 
his Duty will extend; for no Perſon can be under a moral Obli- 


= gation to do, what his Underſtanding :is:nat able to inform him that 
= | he ought to do; after he has taken all' the pains he: can, either „ 
himſelf or others, to know his Duty: but his moral Obligation will 
always be inſeparable-· from, and commenſitratb>to, he perception 
of Rectitude; for to fee an action tobe right, is the ſame thing as 

- to ſee that it ought ito be performed. The Underſtanding therefore 
is to every man, after he has taken all the pains he is able for Informa- 

| tion, the Boundary of his Duty: and Conſcience is nothing elſe but 
$14 the reflex act of the Underſtanding upon the rectitude or obliquity of 
7 dur Conduct. From hence it ſollows; that Obedience to the 

. Underſtanding, i in all moral Concerns, is Virue; and Oppoſition to 

it is Vice: an intelligent Being can deſerve Praiſe or Reward, no 

farther than as he acts agreably to his intelligent Nature; nor | 

Diſpraiſe or Puniſhment, any farther than as he. acts in oppoſition; | 

to it: and this is univerſally true; under all advantages or diſad- 

vantages whatiofver, 5 5 
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Attributes to act otherwi + for every thing, that depends upon the 
Wil 1 Bounty of God, and tl > particular Time and 
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1 ſuch caſes, God may withold his Favours; 
© on 9810 Terms he pleaſes; or dpeay* that is, without an 
or Conditions at all: as beſt ſerves the ends of His 
promoting Virtue and 2 N 
There is, fays Dr. Whic a Fu) 


done; and there i is a Ju, be doneb: Not, as Mr. 1 5 1 
"Emlyn expreſſes it, quod en | quod fieri tebet'<.) The 70 rule 
or law of Righteou neſs requires t at to be done, which juſtly ug! Dr SS: 


to be done; but it doth not require every thipg to be done, 


. juſtly may be done. Or, in other Words, Juſtice confiſts in gr. e = 
ing every one what is due to him; but not'in 9 all that 18 e - '*. .". 
from him: every Being having 4 Power and . to give freely 7 A 
What is his ; or to. forgive What is his dit dle, without In uftſee. |  . 
. Otherwiſe, Tuftice would be inconſiſtent with Merey aid Bounty. 1 4 
And we do not find any attribute of God in the Scripture, which nd. „ 1 
_ceſſitates him to puniſh; wherever the'Erids of his Government can- _ 
be better ſerved by Mercy, Bounty, and Forgiveneſs. a 3 1 | 4 
.; 2: The. Goadneſt of God, conſidered as diſtinet from his e 
comfiſts. either in conferring unmerited Hhppive L 
"there i is: no prior roportionable merit in the er on whom it Ss — 
conferred; 7 or in Foo en the Funithrent, whi ieh might 9 
255 Bat here again it muſt be ob „„ 
quire every Puniſhiment to be ini Lions . 5 be infficted von- „ 
5 ſiſtently with Juſtice; but tlie ends of Fae overhment are __ 7$eon-- | A 
ſidered: So neither does Gootineſs require every Bieſſing to ffer-- 
red upon the Individuals, which may be conſiſtent With Goodneſs, « Yb | 
But even the Goodneſs or Bounty of God is 0 for the ; 
of the Whole; and muft be f l { ” 2 
* vernment to promote the Vittue and Haf 4 
which many Evils among the Indivi | | 4 
but very neteflary to promote them. Sond : >trole . | 5 
The Opinion of the Chriftrans Kh ne to the e —_— 
God and the general Laws of Ris Government. over all, is entirely” EE 
agreable to our own Scriptures. ' They believe, with Us chat no- | . 8 
lan hath ſeen God at any time, nor Bem d his voice 4; and conſe- # E 
4 l | c This. 5 * | — 
ß )—— —— 
; | 5 quently, 1 


. 


6 


quently,. that God hath never appeared, in Perſon to any of the Sous 
f Men; but always by his Angel or Meſſenger: as when'he is ſaid 
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to have appeared to Aaron, Nadab and Abibu, and the ſeventy Elders of 


Hrael . And they believe, that every the minuteſt particle of Matter 


ead numbered f: that 


33 known to Him; and the very Hairs of our E 


the ſmalleſt Animal is the object of his Care and Providence and Be- 
k 7 9 - * : 3 a . | f i 4 | . ; k Lk ; 2 ; 14 . R 'r ; h 7 & y h 5 h a 2 fi 8 ; 147 8 9 , 2 
nevolence; and every individual Perſon through. the infinity of Space, 


to whom he has given Underſtanding to govern himſelf; and every 
Parent in the Government of his Family, and e an 
the Government of Society, and every King and Potentate in the 


Government of States and Empires, and Angels in the Government 


of Worlds or Syſtems, of Worlds, or whatever Beings are ſuperior 
to Angels; are all ſubject to his Superintendence ; their Thoughts, 
ag well as their Conduct, the Objects of his Knowledge and his 


Care; and all of them accountable to him for their Acłkions: and that 


he is. always preſent to every part of his Government, and orders or 


Sete what is beſt and ate forthe benefit and een of th 
whole; ſuffering in the mean time all the Weakneſs, Error and 


Folly, (which muſt unavoidably happen, among imperfeR Beings, in 
Proportion to their imperfeCtion;) as far as is fit and right to do; and 
rectifying them in his own time and manner, or teaching them how 


to rectify them themſelves, as he ſees to be moſt agreable to Wiſdom; 


_ * : E 


* 
v 


does not govern the World by unintelligent Power; or by abſolute 
Neceſſity, or Fate, or arbitrary Will; but by free and unconſtrained 


Volition, and by moral Laws; and the End and Deſign of his Go- 
vernment is to extend moral Perfection and Happineſs through the 


Univerſe. His Exifence and his natural Attributes are neceſſary; 
and muſt therefore be always the ſame, in every reſpe& and in all 
places; but his Actions are free and voluntary: He can begin and 
continue and determine them to what Time, Place, and Degree he 
pleaſes. <* He made the World, not from any Neceſſity determin- 
ing him; but when he thought proper. Matter is not neceſſary ; 
but he created as much of it, as he thought proper; he placed the 


_ Syſtem of the fixed Stars at various diſtances from each other, at his 


Pleaſure. In the ſolar ſyſtem he formed the Planets of ſuch a num- 


5 © Ex. iv. 10. See Letter II. p. 1. | | ; | f Matt, X. 30. 


ber, and ale, Pn, at 18 5 various e from hs Sans as e 
Jeaſed. Ie made them all move from Weſt to Eaſt; thought it it 
evident from the motion of Comets, that he might have made. 
them move from Eaſt to Weſt... In theſe and other inſtances” we 
planely perceive the veſtiges of a wiſe agent; but acting freely 3 4 
with. perfect Liberty s And herein conſiſts his Goodneſs; that 
though .he has. all. Power, which nothing can refiſt ; yet he con- 
ſtantly chooſes, without any poſſibility of Reſtraint upon him, to do 3 = 
that ien is moſt juſt and good; and tends to the moral Perfection 5 1 
and happineſs of his Creatures. . — nl 
As to the moral Attribute of Justice; Mr. Theophilus Gale bay = 
2 given. us. this- ſtrange account of it. Man, ſays he, wills thing: s; 1 
« becauſe they are 4: but things are therefore juf with God, 
« cauſe he wills them.” But is it poſſible; that the ſame Action, nd N 
under the ſame. Citcumſtances, ſhould be juſt, when eee by 3 
one. Being; and unjuſt, When performed by an other? May it not as nt | 
ſafely be ſaid; that a propoſition may be true, when -afferted by one R 
Hg: ; and fal e, when aſſerted by an other ? v This was not the opi- 
nion of our Father Abraham; when he drew near to God, and ſaid;- 
Wilt thou alſo deſtroy the Righteous with the Wicked hat be 
far from Thee, to 481 after this manner; to ſlay the Righteous with 
«© the Wicked, and that the Righteous | ſhould be as the Wicked; that 
«be far from Thee: Shall not the Judge of alrthe Earth do Ritht 4 25d 
Oür Father here ſpake what was true, and worthy of the ſupreme 
God; and 5 obteined that glorious. Title; which Plato has 
alſo given to the Religious man; Who, he faith,” is the Friend of 
| God; in oppoſition to the Superfiitious Man; who is his Flat- «+ 
terer.. The Chriſtian Religion does not oblige us to ſpeak'. 
wickedly. for God, nor td talk; deceirfully IE Rep  - - 
equally an enemy to Superſtition, as our own: Nor does it ſuffer 
us, therefore, to exalt his abſolute Will and Power at the ex- 
ente of his e ae. as if it eee wholely- on Mr , 
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G Maclazrin's account af Sir 4. Nees s Philoſophical 8 3 p. 153 2 4 25 Neither are they 5 
to be commetided ; who, nder the pretenſo of magnifyin the eflential power of the ſupreme” - 
Cauſe, make Truth and Falſhood depend on his Vill. Such tenets have a direct tendency Wm- = . 
troduce the abſurd Opinion, that intellectual Faculties may be ſo ade as clearly oſt n 5 
to: perceive that to be true, which is really /a/e. b. 379. 
h Gen, XV1ll.. 23, &C. - „ K Job. xiii. Tak DP 
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Will, that Virtue is preferible to Vice; and not upon its own in- 


_ » ttrinfig Nature, But it teaches, what is true in fact; that Rectitude 


is unchangeable, independent, and eternal; and no more the ſub - 


jeck of Power or Will, than neceſſity Exiſtenge—Men may Batter | 


To!vyrants: by telling them, that They can change the nature of Things; 
and make rightto-be wrong, and wrong to be right, at their Com. 
mand: But, while they think to exalt them by ſuch' ſpeeches, they 
in reality deprive them of every moral Excellence; and debaſe them 


below the common ſtate of Man. For, if woe and Wrong depend 


on mere Will and Power; there can be no ſuch thing as Goodneſs, 

or Juſtice, or moral Excellence of any kind, even in God himfelf: 

' becauſe, if he had added the yery reverſe.to what he always has done; 
(which, may very jultly be ſuppoſed, if it had been in its own Na. 
ture equally right:) his Actions, according to this notion, would 

have been equally juſt and good and praiſeworthy ; as they now are. 
But Chriſtianity does not, by a falſe Complement to abfolute Power, 

confeſs what is not true; that God would be equally the object of 
our Adoration, as he now is; (merely upon account of his abſolute 
Dominion z) if he were cruel, unjuſt and falſe: but, with a rational 
and manly. worſhip, adores and praiſes him; becauſe he 'chooſes 
10 be merciful, and juſt, and true. But he could not be merci- 
ful, nor-juſt, nor true, in annexing Damnation to the vicious 
Actions of his Creatures; if Virtue and Vice depended on mere ar- 
bitrary Will; and che Vice which he condemns was in its Nature 
equally meritorious with the Virtue which he rewards, On the 
contrary 3 it would be the greateſt Cruelty, to form Laws of right 
and wrong; by which a great number of his Creatures would fall 
ſhort of Happineſs: when, if things were left to themſelves to con- 
tinue as they were, no one could be condemned at all. If, before a 
Law, Actions were all indifferent; how cruel muſt it be, to make ſuch 
a Lam a8 would condemn a great part of the Cistion; by calling or 
declaring one thing to be good, and an other to be evil; one juſt, 
and an other unjuſt ; when in Truth and Nature there was no Dif- 
ference, but one thing was as good and as juſt as the other! As ſuch 
an arbitrary Determination would be contrary#to the Mercy and 
| Juſtice of God; ſo would it be alſo to his Wiſdom and Knowledge. 

To conſider one thing to be good, and an other to be evil; when he 

knew them to be indifferent, in themſelves, and in their conſequence; 

would be contrary to God's Knowledge: and to declare them to be 
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” firſt Patents the d ry.of Sobriety; in rr q their Apßetite obe- 
ü nt to Reaſon and Relig on pr ted or? their minds aiſenſe- 
of God, as the 'great Pre: prietor bf all things ; and thät they had no 
» Right to this Tree, Shy He had not gi ver it them: and by parity» 
of Today this Precept would extend to pens And then the ſenſe 


of che words Would beider 0 Gold; t eisNeighbout,: ; and: 


ThemſtTves ; Sobriety, Juſtice" nd Pier ic de detount be ſym- 
Voticat; it muſt be intende — . ath 


es unde a Figure; 


'and in eicher ſenſe, it was a command 25 the utmo F to) 


be complied with: as it Cave to Man an opportunity of- ving Im- 
mortality, by his Obedie 1 * dee to er hs fy Conditions! A dy indeed 
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ching itferent from both. For t "A re, Apoſtle conſiders in and ſgiritua 1 to, 
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eier! And, if the Soul be neither of theſe; Ffrould ad +7 that "Iv 1: 
7 but immaterial, er ee. deſtitute of the V 7s mare all the p 
of Matter; and a Scl-mope canſirm this op1 nd, i it may be farthes argued ;: that, w 
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ſelf with, the Bedy which was pfepated fot him än thi wonb of che Virgin Mary: and Be 
conſiſted. of two Principles: The one of which. was. Fleſh,, or. Bal ,,and material; the Other. 
Spirit, which deſcended from . e and was mate Now 5487 this he became a Man; - 
Wes Man muſt alſo confift of che ſame two Principles the one war and the other i immates: 
vial; as He did. On ＋ contrary, if Body and Spirit he che, ſapſe thing ; if, ene ; 
Principium cog itans. be Boch, or Matter; it ſeems to ollow, that the A Atoms. of E icurus might 
endued' with Volition, and: direct themſelves in ſtrait lines, or Jin curves, Un obliquely, or at 
what angles they pleaſed; and form a World, as they ſhould think moſt proper; without any 


aſſiſtenee from SN ut. Declinurt etiam im oy nec tempore certa Nec regione loci aer 1a; fed. abt 
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Prayers; rathef t than in any way, not. attended with ſo good an effect. 
Thus we find the City of Zoar was faved, at the inſtance of right- 
eous Lot l. And we may be always certain, that an, Almighty and 
all. perfect Being will never act in an arbitrary manner; when it is 
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I halt Gy "obſerve farther, upon this head; that the unalterable 
decree of God to judge every man according to his works, as a right- 
eous Judge and moral Governer ; does by no means interfere with 
His conferring. whatever Benefits he pleaſes, as an all- powerful, Cré- 
ator: in reſpect of whi ch. his determinations may be allways open 
to the Prayers of the Righteous ;. j to the very time of 1 s Com- 
letion. 
2 2. I ſhall conſider yy with kegard to ſuch events ; 5 as are al- 
ready determined contrary. to our Requeſts, 2 
And in this caſe it is certain, that our Prayers will not be granted: 
And thereforè in the Scriptures We a are ordered not to make ſuch 
things the Subject of our Prayers. For thus ſaith the Lord to ere - 
"mah : Pray not thou for this People. —for I, will not heat them, 
when they cry unto me for their trouble =, And again; ; thus ſaid 
the Lord unto me: Pray not for this eople, for their good n. And 
again; then ſaid the Lord unto me : IHE Moſes a nd Samuel ſtood 
before me, yet my mind could not be toward this Po le: caſt them 
out of my Sight; and let them go forth. And it ſhall come to paſs; 
if they ſhall ſay unto thee, whither ſhall We go forth? then thou 
| ſhall tell them, As faith the Lord; ſuch as are for Death; to Death ; 
and ſuch as are for the Sword, to the Sword; and ſuch as are for 
the Famine, to the Famine; and ſuch as are for the Captivity, to 
the Captivity 9. And the new Teſtament ſpeaks i in the lame man- 
ner;  agteably to the Example of Chi. Jo. xvii, 9. 
4. Let us conſider the effect of Prayer, with regard to fuck 
events; as are agreable to the Will of God : or fuch as He approves 
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of, And here Wie obj efted; . = ſuch i, as are OO 10 
the Will of God, will certainly be Se whether we pray 
or not: and therefore, i in this caſe, our Prayers wall: be as uſeleſs; * as 
when we pray for things improper. But this. Objection is founded 
on a wiſtakin notion; that the Will of God'i is eee e : 
whereas it is! requently only conditional. N 

There is no doubt, boat in all cates, en e's Will 
ſolute; as in the Reſurrection of the Dead, both 0 A 
will certainly be accampliſhed : whether we pray. or not. But, 1 95 | 
it is the deſign of God, that Mankind ſhould bring down bleſfings 
upon themſelves, as his dependents and creatures ; by the- propriety 
of their behaviour in their addreſſes to him, as 'qheis: Creator and Be- 
nefactor; this End could not be anſwered, in any other t manner, than 
by granting his Bleftings i in anſwer to their Prayers ; : F or Bleſſings, 
given in reward of Virtue and Piety, are the higheſt encourage - 
ments to the practiſe of Virtue and Piety. And therefore, when the 
Deiſt argues; that, if it is agreable to the Will of God to grant Salva. 
tion to Mankind; he will grant it, without a Mediator: 371 if it be 
not agreable to his Will to grant it; he will not grant it, for the fake 
of a Mediator: he miſtakes a conditional decree for-an abſolute one; 
and argues as weakly, as if he were to conclude ; that, if it were 
agreable to the Will of God to grant us a plentiful Harveſt, he would 
grant ĩt without our labour in plowing and ſowing; and, if it were 
not his Will, he would not grant it by means of it: or, as Mr, Ris 
chard Price expreſſes the ſame thought in a better manner ;. Tf it is 
fit, that our Sins ſhould be forgiven; God will forgive us, if we do. | 
not repent > and, if it is unfit, our Repentance will be of no uſe. Li 

There are many. inſtances in Scripture; where we fee, as plainly : as. 
in theſe; that the particular manner, in which the Providence of 
God as, i 15 as . ant 5 as the event Propoſed, . 30 that, if it was 
not done in that particular manner, it would not be- done at all. This 
is equally, remarkable; in natural, as in reveled Religien. We know, 

without the help of Revelation, that it is agrèable to the Will of 
God, that the diftreſſes of Mankind ſhould be releived z and yet we 
frequently ſee them left to the precarious Benevolence of their fel- 
low - Creatures, whether they ſhall be releived or not: and, if they are 
not releived by them, they are not releived at all. In the gaſe of 
Revelation, 1 ſhall ultance the affair of Naaman the * God 

2 | was 
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was wel pleaked, that he ſhould be healed of his Leproſy 3: but he 
was not willing, Tliat ie mould be db ne: z except in one particular mau · 
ver: whith might at the ſame time ſerve the cauſe of Righteouſneſs, 
by bringing Honour and Reverence to the God of 1/ae/. Alana and 
 Phatphar were as famous, as any of the Rivers of>1/rael. Could he 
not wath in Them, and be clean? yes, certainly he might; ; if the de- 
fign of God had been no more than to heal him: ot it might have 
been done, as Naaman expected, by the Prophet's ſtriking his hand 
over the place; without any waſhing, or even any appearance -of 
the hand of Providence. Bat the healing Him was not the only de- 
fign of God, nor the moſt important one; though it was the moſt 
remarkable event: God had a moral end in view, which could not 
be brought about by any of the above methods; and the manner of 
the Cure was of more importance in the deſigns of God, than the 
Cure itſelf : the effect being produced for the fake of manifeſting to 
the whole Kingdom of Syr:4 the great Power of the God of Iſrael; 
- by which the ure was performed. It does not therefore follow; 7 
Wat, becauſe it is agréable to the Will of God to grant a Petition, or 
_ diſpenſe a Favour ; for Chrit's ſake, or upon account of his Intwroaon'>. 
that he would bars diſpenſed the ſame Favour in any other manner: 
for perhaps there was no other way, in which it could be done ; con- 
— kibont with Wiſdom and the Cauſe of Righteouſueſs.  - 


And, if Mr. Chubb had not been greatly embarraſſed with thei no- 
tion, that the Doctrine of Forgiveneſs for Chris fake was to be un- 
derſtood in ſuch a manner; a8 ee or rather to pervert, tho 


juſt and impartial Judgen the great Day; by declaring the 
wicked to'be Huſt, by a mere act of Grace and Favour, and cbntrary- 
to Fact; there is no reaſon to believe; he would have made any ob- 
jection to our Salvation for his Sake: : Beeauſe in the ſenſe Fam con- 
_ {ideringit, as free from thoſe difficulties ; he has plainly argued | in be · 
half of the Cbriſtian doctrine, though he was not aware of it: by 
aſſerting, that God may, if he pleaſes, ſhew kindneſs to his Crea- 
_ tures ; independent of all Merit d. A Conceſſion, which is moſt cer- 
tainly true; or elſe there would be no Creation, nor Forgiveneſs: 
but it overturns all the Obje&ions he as made upon t is ſübſect; 
as far as the true Ohyiſtian Doctrine is eoncerned. For, if God can 


ow Kindneſs. 25 Mankind, independent of their Merit; He. can 


3 inquiry concerning Reden ton p. 91 . | 3 
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certainly ſhew. the: ame or greater Kindneſs — if it; ſhould in 
any bon promote the Joy or Honour of his beloved Son; whom - 
he loves and eſteems: and Warefars: God may advance the — 4 5 
and Honour of Chrift,-in this way; as well as in any other, that 
would be equally agreable to him; * Mankind may be bleſſed for 
the ſake of Cbriſt, independent of their own Merit: and, if Chris 
ſhould petition ſuch a Bleſſing to them, as a Favour abd Reward to 
Himſelf; the Grant might be in anſwer to his Petition. And no- 
thing could be obhjected to this, but their being improper ien | 
of ſuch Favour ; ach, I ſhall conſider preſently. 11 
Leet the queſtion lie, as it actually happened between. Man and 
Man; and then I argue If David might confer favours/ upon Chm- 
ham tha Son of Barzillai, independent of bis; Merit; and was at the 
ſame time willing to grant ſuch a favour to Bæxillai himſelf, as 
ſhould be moſt agreable to him; and Barxillai ſhould intercede for a 
favour to his ſon; 3 there can be no reaſon given, why ſuch a bleſſing 
ſhould be withheld. And this was the fact, entirely agreable- to 
our notions of Rectitude and Prapriety; when Bar xillai the Gile- 
adite came dovon from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with David, 
to. conduct him over: Tordan; to whom when the K ing offered a Lew - 
Ward, he refuſed it for Himſelf: but behold, ſays FO thy Servant 
Chimbam, let Him go over with my Lord the King; and do to Him 
what. ſhall ſeem good unto Thee. Now there can be no good 
reaſon given, why Chimbam ſhould not receive the Favours: upon his 
Father's Interceſſion. But Mr. Chubb ſays; upon the parallel Caſe in 
our Redemption by Chriſt; -. No the Reæward would be placed upon 
a wrong Object But this is nat true. For, though the Son receives 
a Bleſſing, as a Favour; it is no Reward to Him: but as much a free 
Gift, as if there had been no Iuterceſſion made. Fhe. Reward i is 
the Father's; and in chat Senſe the King conſidered it, 4 in his anſwer: 
Cbimbam ſhall go over with me; and I will do unto Him, that 
which ſhall ſeem good unto Thee: and whatsöever thou ſhalt require 
of me, that ſhall J do for J. hee: And, in like manner, the Bleſſings 
beſtowed on Mankind are conſidered: i in the Ventus, as a Reward to 
Chriſt; and @ Foy, that was ſet beſore Hin. i 10 


And therefore, when Mr. Chubb adds; that, on * W = Y 


the abſence of Virtue would, be favoured; while Virtye itſelf would 
go unrewarded : 1 it may be anſwered, from his own Words; << that 


r [1] un. xix. 31, 37 36. 5 , Nees. | 
God 


God may ſhew NMetey to his Qubitures, * of all Merit? * 1 
and this is the ſame thing as to ſayx thatthe abſence of Virtue mix | w_— 
be favoured; which he here objects- to as improper.” But Virtue. dos -Þ 


not go unrewatded; if the Father receives a Reward. and Satisfaction, | EH 
in the Favours beſtowed upon the Son. And therefore it may be true, | Fo 9 
for any thing this Writer hath advanced to the contrary; that our - - 
Sins may be forgiven for the ſake of a Mediator, who loved us and 1 
gave himſelf for us; and up n his account, as a thing agreable to | _—_ 


Him, aud as a reward of his meritorious Obedience, and in anſwer to 

| . bis-Intereeſſion. ' And 'yet theſe things can neither ſingly nor col- 
lectively be conſidered by the Apoſtles, as the ground of God's Mer- | SO 
cy; or that which made him placable or merciful : becauſe they all | == 
declare, that God himſelf firſt planned the method of Forgiveneſs in 8 | 
this manner; and-ſent his Son, of his own free grace and favour, . to 


execute it: _ conſequent] y, was Placable: and — ane to "= 
any ſuch ion or Interceſſion. I 

But New it is objected; that t oft 9 is not of the 7 2 
fame nature with other Favours or Bleſſings; becauſe it depends _— -- - 


the State and Temper of the Perſons concern'd: So that, if it be in 
the nature of the thing right, that God ſhould. pardon -penitent of- e 9 
fenders; then he oill certainly do it; and he wil do it for this 2525 


reaſon, beeauſe it is right that he ſhould: this motive being ſufficient 5 _ 
to determine the divine Will, to do what is right and fit; exclu- . „ 
ſive of all other motives or conſiderations whatsoever: and, if it be ER 
in the nature of the ching wrong, that God ſhould pardon- peni- ä — 7 
tent offenders ; then it is moſt certain, that God will not pane 7 - 4 


them; and he will not do it for this reaſon, vix. becauſe it is wrong 
and unfit that he ſhould: nor will any conſideration” prevale with _ 
him to act thus; it being morally impoſſible that the Merits of ten 1 = 
thouſand Redeemers, or any Application or een to Me. TV; 
mould prevale with him to do what is -<orong.”. SE 

Now if we examine, how far. the Chriſtian and Deiſt are agreed; in | 


kat Mr. Chubb has here laid. down, as an objection to our Forgiveneſs. , 1 
by a Mediator; we ſhall equly ey: ; that he: has entiroly miſtaken the . " 
true State of the Caſes 07 ts , 5 — 
1. then, it is agreed between the Seiden and the Deiſt; that 1 
no Nr WRAGUEVET" will dn wn e to act _— . 1 
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2. it is 4 eee the Chriſtian and D alt, that it is con · : 
-Giſtenr with tectitude to | forgive. penitent nen: 8. theſe being dhe 
_ proper objects of forgiveneſs. 

3. from hence, it follows; chat, unleſs; it can be proved, that the 
he hun Scriptures teach a Doctrine conttary to this ; vin. that Gd 
will, for the ſake of a Mediator, forgive the impenitent- and obſtinate 
Singer; all that is here ſaid by Mr. Cbuòò is no more an objection to 

. Chriſtianity, y, than to Deiſm. "Busthis Doctrine can neither be proved 
from the F orgiyeneſs of Sins, when the Goſpel was firft 8 nor 
from the account which is given of the day of Judgement. F or, 

t when the Goſpel was firſt preached, thoſe only were forgiven ; who 
repented of — former ſins, and received the Ghri/tian doQtrine to be 

| the rule of their future Conduct: And, at the day of Judgement, it 

is planely reveled, that we ſhall be judged according to our Works; 

and the wicked ſhall. go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the _ 
eden into Life eternll. 

Here then we find; that, though F orgirenet of Sin depends upon 
the ſtate and temper. of the Perſons concerned; yet, as it regards 
none but Penitents, whom it is right and fit to forgive; it is of the 
-ſame nature in this reſpe# with all other Bleflings, which it is right 
and fit to grant: And all that remains to be ſettled between the 


© Chriſtian and Deiſt is; not whether God will forgive, for the ſake 


of a Mediator, thoſe whom it is wrong to forgive; (as Mr. Chubb 
here ſeems to ſuggeſt;) but whether he will, for the ſake of a 
Mediator, forgive thoſe who alone are N objetts of Forgiveneſs 
The act of Forgiveneſs is. therefore ſuppoſed to be right, both by the 
- Chrifflun and Deiſt; and they only differ in the method of it. 
Aud here, I think, we may ſafely venture to argue; that, when. it 
bestes God to forgive penitent Sinners, he will chooſe to do it in 
ſuch a way; as will a ar both to Men and Angels, (when they 
underſtand it) to diſcourage ze all preſumptuous Hopes in a ſinful Lit: 
upon that account ; Ro promote an Obedience to his commands for 
che future. And nothing could be ſo proper to this purpoſe ; as to 
manifeſt, that God was the Patron of Righteouſneſs _ he Rewarder 
of it; by forgiving only the Penitent, and rewarding the Righteouſneſs 
=_ the Mediator, 'fo far beyond all human conception, with the 
godlike powers of raiſing the dead, forgiving Sin, and giving eternal 
life. For it is a known Maxim in Government; that Obedience to 
the Laws may be encouraged, either by rewarding the Good; or 
| 3 


Pings the Bad: and, though human Gov msd as notable; to- 
reward every one; that is obedient" to its Laws; and therefore W] 
the Offender 
yer it is not ſo with God: He can promote C Obedience to his Laws. 


generally ſee their Laws are guarded by puniſhing 


either way. And it was for want of applying this Obſervation to the 
pre ſent ſubject, that Grotius, Bp. Stwlingfle 


et, and other learned men 


ner; or of ſome other in his ſtead: not conſidering, that the laws. 
of his Government, and the cauſe of Righteouſnefs might be more 


effectually ſecured in ſome caſes, by rewarding the Righteous; and 


that they could no otherwiſe be ſecured, in the caſe we are now con- 
ſidering: becauſe the Sins of the Penitent are ſuppoſed to be for- 
given, and conſequently there could be no Puniſhment infficted. 
We ſee then, that all Mr. Chubb has here advanced, when applied 
as an Objection to Chriſtianity, is nothing at all to the purpoſe, For 
there is no body ſuppoſed to be puniſhed, contrary to- Rectitude, in 


the Chriſtian Revelation; and no body ſuppoſed to be forgiven, con- 


trary to Rectitude. It was fit and right, that the impenitent Sin- 


ner ſhould be puniſhed; and! it is fit and right, that the Penitent 


ſhould be forgiven. 


And, if we 8 farther, that Forginenes of Sin nde Chriſtian, 


- Revelation includes not only freedom from Puniſhment ; but a clame 
to eternal Life, as the free gift of God to all whoſe Faun are for- 

given; and which, n from the very nature of a free 

p 12 may be given to whom he pleaſes, and in what manner 


ales, or” 

ediator, and eternal Life by or through him, or for his ſake, will 
zemain unimpeach'd by any thing that Mr. Chubb has here advanc'd, 
And the Deillical Scheme will fall as far ſhort of the Chriſtian ; as a. 
mere freedom from Puniſhment falls ſhort of an eternal Happineſs. 
Thus we ſee; how the Mediarorial ſcheme of Salvation, as far as: 


it has hitherto been conſidered, may be explaned; agreably to the di- 


vine Attributes, the nature of Man, aud. ths antient Scriptures - given: 
to. our Fathers; and the fundamental DoQrine of Chriſtianity 
freed from thoſe Difficulties, with which it has been loaded both by 
its Friends and Enemies: viz. that Almighty God has an abſolute 
Bight ether to forgive Sins, as an all-yonerful Benefactor, for his 


IF, 


ave imagin'd they ſaw a mend Neceflity-that God ſhould vindicate 
the laws of his Government; either by the Puniſhment of the Sin - 


iven at all; The Doctrine 21 'Forg giveneſs by a ; 


X D * =o N 9 8 ©. FX # 
Iv: Z ERS 
> * > co, 
ue je £ * ** 122 * 4 55 *\ * 


— 
* 3 4 


y DR da. 


"i . 2 rs 8 
NE ee et ES 


— 


= - : \ 
ED hex 5 8 n 2855 r ol 
er l 
. : 
Ia 


On WT. 


O23 g 
n RITES Sx. is BEE FLY 
* 3 3 3 we bets 8 * 
br 


oct — — — « n 


0 E r 


own ſake * for his Mercy' 8 FERN or fol i ſake of a Mediavor; 
and at his Interceſſion; as he blefled Mael, for the ſake of Abraham 
and David; and forgave the Sins of Abimelech and the Friends of 
Job, upon the interceſſion and for the ſake of Abraham and Job; in 
order to manifeſt, bote much the feryent prayer ofa fighteous Man 
prevales with Him; as the patron af Righteouſneſs and Judge of all 
the World. And we have no reaſon to imagine; t that God would 
have given Forgiveneſs and eternal Life to penitent, inners, in anx 
other way: | becauſe we cannot ſee how theſe Bleſſings could have 
been given in fo ſafe: and wiſe a manner; or how. he tremendous 
Character of God; as our moral Governer and Judge, could be fo 
effectually preſerved by the puniſhment'df the penitent Sinners; as 
by rewarding the Merits of Chrift with theſe godlike POWeers; © which 
were neceſſary to conſtitute him a Prince and a Saviour. 
Upon theſe Principles, I ſhall prove in my next e khn 
; Chriſtianity is built: and ſhew the whole ſcheme of Salvation by 
Cbriſi to be worthy of all Acceptation, and to be one plane regular 
and conſiſtent Syſtem of divine e $ ute hs gon ata 
the Wau: to the End oft les (fs TT BONNET en 
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Apprxp.: . p. 29. After the two firſt lines, read, as follows: "3 


<> 


FO we ſee, how this great man was. eibaratſed!: - Git he un us, 
in an other place . the Tuſtice of God may ſeem to be moſt highly 
magnified; by ſuppoſing that it puts an abſolute” Neceſſity upon 
him; either of inflicting an infinite Puniſhment; or of demanding 
an infinite Satisfaction. But they, who ſo ſpeak, ought at the ſame 
time to conſider on the other hand; that they leave no room either 
for Goodneſs or Mercy «.” Now, if this Obſervation be true, as it 
certainly is; the neceſſity of vindicating his Laws muſt be falſe: 
for the two propoſitions are abſolutely inconſiſtent. In ſhort; . if 
the Sinner repents, there can be no neceſſi ity of Puniſhment; for 
the End is obteined, without it: and there is nothing in Punifh- 
ment, ſave as a Mean, in which Goodneſs can take Content . But 
let us inquire into the N ature * this ſuppoſed. Neceſſity. Does i it 
4 un control], ke. 


— 


v4 
„ 


dies Serm. Vol. I. 5. 165 fol, Vol. II. p. 214. fro. a Whicheor' * N. 268. 
LETTER 


\ 


"46 * 5 Pet | 5 4 * a Fry N. IN th „ Ca 
5 ? WM. _ wo : o % 7 9 8 , F Rs WP, q 2 1 ] , 

| 75 2232 F ! k 2 va ( . ; | e Wa P 9%) — — 8 AN RIES s 
ORB 22 $ . N pag AY ia 8 a * 1 4 . * * a 7 Hd og * „ e : 


Ss I» 4 * " of * 2 ” x 6 * is y 5 4 of E N 5 - a ; J *y 0 „ * 1 * 7 F * * ee 3 


* . Ay 


/ N * ͤ ”, OY OY 


A 
. 


. £& B 
; 8 + 2 7 + " # 0 
4 3 d 5 F 3 # : oÞ Bs * & 


ion ihne 
ginning. to. the end of the World 5 
| © It Was the original deſign of Ge to 


to falvation;b 


* 


ge” 


. ; : ; GA 7 . o 2 * 


n n 


1 * 9 * 


Some expreſſions of Dr. Sat uel 


n 
N e 


* enge 


8 


90 Satigfaction, &c. | - RE 5 


Fi For not._ reconcile God to the Wof' 


The Lobe of G the firſt T in our 8 
V. * NN NT = ; 
1 thod by which nee 00s he has ca Fried-on th 
© ſalvation. of Men by „ 


Characters [ 
is by K 


*s 
— 


* 
* * 
5 


Pet AGAIN ts 


4 


— 
* 


# 
F 


Gad made the o | 
How theſe, Ages were; ;Cohdu© beteck 
10 the Fewyh Oeconomy | 
The Creation and. E II. „The. loud.” The Diperſion's 
Babel The Call of Abrabam ©) ee 8 
The Covenant with Abraham rn --= ⁰α-lut. 
The Covenant with Moſes TTT... ee ow 
| The Theocracy becomes almoſt impracticable. ——- 
e old and new Revelations connected — 


1 * 1 N f 


imz ali 5 "i 


a £, 


* 
— 


— 
— 
4 
g * 
- 
0 
* 
* 
- 

4% a % 

2 . : 

* *% 75 * 
1 18 1 g 3 1 1 

+ FT > 2 


differed 


a 


Ions 


he 


4 


Ax 


2 end of t 


F 
<< * 


= 


1e:two D 


& 


* 
[ 
* 


- 


. 1 
d 1 * 
A ] | ! 
7 
„ 


iſpenſat 


t 


on 


— 


ly 


the 


was 


- 


laned © 


- 


* 


continue 


A 


A 


Grace, 


2 
; 


Ft 


p 
Church 


iarity © 


. 


Pecul 


* 


1C 


% , 


- 


» 


'an 


the Powers whic 


'f 


Fo 


confer 


CAL 


on 


L. 
o 


ed 


1 


2% 


= 


Were 


111 


umi 


liation, 


wr 4 


receiv 
he Powers 


5 


8 


* 


5 
kf 


8 
ing a 


judgi 


n conſid 


=; 
a 


"> 
o 


Li; 


1 


10 
Cc 


m prov 


2 a 
$ a» * 


the 


9 


on 


we 


ticular Pe r 


„ „ „ 


art 


- 


i 


3 


the p 


— Tu MO 2 . | 
3 * A. A NT. — * | , Kin 


” 
1 
2 


5 


3 
. 
4 


347.44 
on 


ef 


zag 


the 
es, 


ge to 

uch ca 
x9 

eat 

8 


: 
ö 
1 
921 
E 
ard 
1 


obje 


w» 
* 


* 
4 ” 
* 
je 
| 8 


4 
A 
* 


erſ 


Ye 


would 
tiſ 
FO 
[ ©: 
er. 


— 


*1 
hat 
"hy 
rop 


- 


m 


t 
ntr. 


* 
2 
. 
* 


* 


0 
4 
£ ## 
* 
37 4 
» » 


x 


* 


hy 
$ 


inner 


* 
, 


| leſs 
h 


_ 
. 


'% 
* 
O pro 


* 


7 
cerni 
veled. 


« 
* 
k 
; F 
7 
N 
< 
t 
- 


> 

. 
1 

* 
* 
* 
* 


1 
3 n 
re 


+ 
* 
i 
* 


7 
* 
% 


. 


os 
1 ; 
#> * 
— 
* 
F 


1 
7 
< 


45 
h reveled 
han he hath 


[ 


e+ 


1an 
idert 


* 


4 
*% 
9 
0 


” 


"7.8 
$ 


o 
+* 
* 


* 
Y Y F 
Va — TOY 'o 
| h at h 
* 1 2 
— 


5 


Mil 
can 
eneſs 
an 
iv 


+ » 


5 2 IE 
3 


= —4 
8 
8 


9 9 F 


* 
: 


* 
* 
* 


ow 


>» 


En 
nd 


3 5-4 
1 
8 
to 


2 


vernment 


* 


ary to ki 


* 


* 


* 
* 


8 
4 
* 


t is nece, 
1 


£ 
4 


hriſt: 


1 v4 a. 497 


Y 
KL Se q „ Rp — : p | 


1 k 5 y 5, 5 8 . , | 
3 _ 72 ket” ESA 4 'S | 
\ : 2 * - | 5 


A 


— 
— 


2 3 * 1 
5 1 

wn 3 2 1 ; 

__ * : ; 
; _” . - * \ 


1332 * 
3 
— 4 * 

8 ** * * 


of 
unt 
neſs 


go 
M 


* 


- 


4 
and 
Je 


2. wt 


97 


nd 


* 
* 


ry 
r ma 


9 * 


1 


0 


inne 


a 


'2 
5 


ä 


a 
f 


> 


gr 
OW 


alr 
In 
is 


ancy to 


- 


O man 


= 


nt. I 


ſhme; 
the 


” 


for 


0 


+ 


* 
8 


0 


£ 


repugn 


18 
P 


- 
15 
* 


. 
7 


LJ 


— 


». 


VEL 
rity: 
for 


* 


org 


* 


* 


od 


U 
e 


, 
bſerved 


Ercy, a 
of 


t 


* 


5 ke 


0 


b 


3 


8 


Wen, 


** 


eouſn 


t 
1 


gh 
'be 
med 
he 


of R 
n 

an ot 

TewWa 


4 


rd with 


* 
ef? 


= 7 2 
2 


* 


in 
forg 


o 
- 


* 
. 
4 
7 
„ 4s 
IA 
7 


— 


A 


LY 


* 


— 


? 
rationa 


4 


> 
c 


* 


er 
5 


to be a regular 


> 


- 


my lait Lett 


2 
2 
8 8 n 
0 S 
2 2 5 
S2 8 oy > be | 
32 Vs s 
8 8 8 3.8 Ws 
5 488 335 
SS N 8 


rate 
| 2 
de 


pare 
all 
h 


. 


8 


of B 


{pe 


ſidered, be 
proce 


a 
frf 

de 

and 


ee 


2 N N * 
N 


a -* 


* 


. 2 
Nene 
"EVE 


oY 


* 
JR 


„ 
WE Rv 


: . , 8 3 TIS. * n « oF 5 " . * x 124 1 W a 
7D 4. LE K 7 : . -. Li a N 5 75 
PEI * % "> - 2 2 P N I 
* - 5 1 
0 - 5 
b £ La - j . Y g 
* r y : . 2 c 
, 9 ; : : : 8 
5 p, * ” 8 , f : 
/ . : 2 . ; 
- . th , , a l 6 
- 


=_ rational al of Jivine economy, from 1 e to the end of; 1 
V the World; and to that purpoſe ſhall undertake to proven... nn |; 
=. I. that the original Deſign of God from the beginning was, too 
_ bring all; good! men to Salvation; that is, to eternal Life and Happineſs; 
J bis Son Feſus Chriſi: and the firſt Cauſe and 18 in thus. 
_. 9 deſign was the free Grace and Love of God. 1 75 
2. that the Method, in which this Salvation hath been nad on . 
weggk all dif] enſations from the beginning, hath ede nt d 
by the Miniltra ation of Teſus Thrift under different names + 


mmediately in Perſon, or by his Angel or Angels. 


characters; either imme 
3. that the efficient Cauſe or Means, by which the Salvation of 
Man will be completed, will be the Exerciſe of e 
Powers, of raiſing the Dead, forgiving Sin, arid giving 2 al Li 
which were 3 on Jeſus a ahh nd the Pater, 3n 1 
| his aum iliation, ſufferings, and death. ITT BAS CES YA N 1 EN. 
I. I am to ſhew; that it was the original di fg of Godt rom the 
begioni ng to bring all good men to eternab Life and Wat re ine 
Son - Fefus Chrift; and that the fh Cauſe and Mover in TUE enn 
| deſign was the free Grace and Love of God. ; 716 ee 
- It is very plane, from what we are told by Grip. himſe f. when 
| | he i is giving an account of the future Judgement. of mankind; that 
inp a Kingdom was prepared by God for the Righteous, before the 
5 foundation of the World. And into this Kingdom the Maſſiab tells 4 
I 25 us, that all the Righteous wall be admitted; without any conſulcration — i 
"IM hat Nation they might belong to, or under what Diſpenſation t 
5 might live; but merely whether they were Righteous or Wicked“. 
And for this Reaſon Chr: ift \ is called the Saviour of the World 5; and 
is faid to have taſted Death for every man“; and to be the Pio- 
pitiation for our Sins; and not for ours 1 is, the Chrgſian c) only,” 
5 but for the Sins of che cohols World .: St. John ſays, he was the 
5 Light that lighteth every Man that cometh into the World : and 
St. Paul ſays, He is the Saviour of all; eſpecially of thoſe that be · | 
lieve s: So that no man is excluded from this Salvation; who is a 
. able; to ſtand the Judgement of the great. day. And this being the 
1 deben © © God, prior to our Creation, and relative to the 


whole World; it could at from no other cauſe than Benevolence, c or 


- 


a Mat. Xv. 34. d Max. Xv. 37. 41. 70. iv. 4+ 4 Heb. i Ute. 9. See 2 on 2 Per. il TH 1. 
4 1 7. il. 2. f Jo. 1 1. 9. 1 1 Tim. 1 Iv. 10. 
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romiſed HEE IERRELS, 


God. 1 cannot le, 
55 which was hid from ages and 
ow is Made manifeſt to the Saints: who veril 


atter times Kk. It was according to pleaſure of his TD e 
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4 do the 5 7 nh him that worketh all A fter he 1 PR 
I th ſe Texts prove; t at Salvation b 
y Interceſſion or Sacrifice or Sarfuction made to, 
*ather; and was the original deſign of 

1d. And accordin iy we fin 


| 71 if cine; not 
o the world, in order to complete 


* LOS. 
at oP ::; os 
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that this was the pure effect of | 
that he gave his only beg „ | 
ieveth in him, ſhould not periſh ;: but | i 
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laſting life n:“ And again; “ herein, 18 Love, not that we lored God: 2 
but that He loved us, and ſent his Son to be the pfbpftiation for bur 
6 7 Love of God toward: us; becauſe <2: 
hakam2e, IM 


at 


| the proper Signification o Ee 

a{enſe, as denotes Tun Pate or, mw "3% | 
neſs, in a Superior 3 4 remittin g ſomething of his | 1 
ferring ſomething beneficial u hers; . freely, a | 1 
obligation of debt a: accordingly we are told by St St. 
are juſ ified. freely, y God's Grace; aged 71 ur N ä Ty _ 
gratis, of were ay; and favour ; without any paymen com- | q 


Z 4 


> Ties. 4. Raw: TY 5. Eph; 1. 4. 9. ili. 11. 1 Pet. 75 20. Rev, ill, 8. xvil. . | Tho 2 
2 775. i. T5 Col. i, 26, / o : 9 
my Jo. iti. 1 n 1 70. iv. 10. 1 J. iv. 8. 9. "0 Ro * e i „ 
4 Dr. Sam, Clarke's Sermons, 8vo, vel, li. p 85 ol, vol. i. ſerm. XXIX. p. 180. . + 
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gs penſe, or equivalenr* : Ea ail this i is the ſenſe! of the a | 


= recompenſe and compenſation is paid for the Juſt enn! ? T 
transferring the Puniſhment from one perſon to-an other, may be a 
fee Act; but our Jaſliſication can not be free, unleſs the Sin is 
actually forgiven. For how can that be a tree Gift, which is paid 
for? And bt 
„ Payment of the Debt, by an exact and adequate Satisfaction p And 
can any Man. believe; t 
highly magnifies, means nd. more than a Readineſs to receive à full 


An ain. 


it is uſed in the new Teſtament. *, And he calls our Salvation | 2% 0 


Grace or Favour * ; and a; free Gifts, and the 1 85 of Grace; 110 
ow the abounding . case 


. Clarke ſays; 185 Us no els hae id; phy a fied Gift 


| af- God, to W and to accept that Satisfaction; (v2. the 
f Sufferings of. Chrift:) than it would [have been, to have granted 
| Remiffion, if he had ſo;pleaſed,. without any=Sztisfadtion | at all v. 


But can any one be ſaid ts be juſtified or forg 


freely; when 2 a 


could be deſited, by the ſevereſt Creditor 3 more than 


at the. Grace of God, which St. Paul ſo 


and ar Payment and Satisfaction from a different Per fon than 
the Sinner? Here is. no no appearance of any. free Git; or any g of 


1 Mercy at. al %% | 05. ne 528 n Om gilt e 31 


Dr. Carte is ſtrangely embarr: fed bn this: queſtion,” 'He allows, 


that . the Satisfaction made by Cbriſ was Ne by! way* of ena 

equivalent, which God was bound to accept; as in the caſe of one 
mau's paying a: debt for an other. | For in that caſe, he ſays, no 
acknowledgement was due to him to whom the debt is paid; but to 
him only who pays it. Neither could it with Fruth be affirmed; that 
Odd forgives men's fins ¶eely, and out of mere Grace and Mercy; if Sas 
tisfaction were madefor them in that Senſe” Vol. I. 305. oa. 1.81. fol. 
But the queſtion i is not, whether he was bound to receive the Satis 
| ſony or not; But whether! it was atually mage, or not. If i it was an 


> TIES 5 15 9 +: 8 
2 r The "Word does 1s only ue in the following lt in 1 new Tedument.. Mat. x. ry 
they hated me without a cauſe, Rom. iii, 24. being juſtified Feely by his grace through the Re- 


. 


demption that is in Chriſt Feſus — 2 Cor. xi. 7. I preach to you the Goſpel 14 855 which the 

apoſtle e 

taking w = in verſe 8. Gal. xi. 21. If Righteouſneſs came by the 
ili. B. Neither have we eaten of any man's labour, 'for nazght, Rew. XXI. 6. I 

- will ive him of the water of free ty, xxil. *. Let him tale of e ater of Life, freely. 


laying, 15 was chargeable to no man; in verſe the AD. an poſes it to his 
aw, 


tes Serip. Doct. P. 342. 
Tt Rom, v. 21. . Agio hie was Rom. T5, 15. | * oped ö. 6 Ker“ ver. 1 15. 


e . Tis xdgerast ver. 17. I Vol. II. p. 130. fol. Serm. CXXXV1, | 
; wo equivalent 


pen u Chriſt js dead 


% 


* 


Equ it 1 bt due paid; it follows a 
above, that no eee Mis die: to t he perſon. to whom 
it was paid: there could be no Grace or Favour in the Forgiveneſs; 
becauſe there was no Forgiveneſs. And, if it was not an Equivalent 
to the Debt due; then an adequate Satisfaction was not required - 
and, if the Sin may be forgiven without an adequate Satisfaction, it 
may be forgiven wittout an ny Satis Action at all. Aud it will not be 
neceſſary, that the houour of God's Laws thould. be vindicated; ei- 
ther by the Püniſhment of the 8 inner, or by that of any innocent 
Perſon. in his ſtead: but he may | forgive the Sinner freely, in the 
ſenſe 1 in chick St. Paul uſes the W. Wi without any Payment, Sa- 

ISfac ion, or Recom | nfe. | 01. 215 2815 5 Y Tray BIA o 

In ſhort: if „ the plaue n : ning of Chrj s. making Satisfaction 
for us, is, as Dr. Clarke ſays, that God was pleaſed freely to appoint, 
bat Wer 10 accept, and of his mere Gele and Merey to be ſatisfied 


did and ſuffered, in Vindication of the divine Juf. 


tice and, the honour of God's Laws and Government, and for the 


hib Hrecondil'able hatred to Sin a;“ then argue, as fol- 

ewe 35 If there: was N e of Pünihment i in this reg 
any Grace or your Tſhewn, :any thing ſhort: of an 3 

tis 5 So far there was a Remiffi on'of-Sin; Tlupear:] and, if an: 

he Sin might be forgiven, without a Satisfaction; ſo 5 

hole: And our. Juſtification. and Salvation may ariſe entirely 

—_ als Benevolence and Grace and Love of God to Man: and be 

the Gift of God, and the free Gift, in the proper Senſe of the 

* /ords; a as” it is repreſenteg through the whole | Seripture: and in 
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truth, .is was the ſenſe of ithis. wſinite ( oodneſs, that reconciled the 
World to. Che; 5145 2: rod Gr 
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And here it ſt t be obſerved ; that the ne © 
by the free Grace of God, doth. not depend upon a few obſcure 


Texts; as the notion, of” 'viearious Puri hment does: but the whole 


"I 


Bal e Redemption 5 25 is declared to be founded upon 
it; vis. that God by Chrjft hath reconeiled the World to himſelf: 
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not that Chrift, . by K . the e i due, to Man, hat} 
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ar 


by 'Repentance and Amendment! we 


us by or through Chriſt, reconciled us to Himſelf: And 
ceſving 
celved 


from you, that he w 
manner, ch. xiv, Sed Dii quidem boni ſunt ſemper, ſemper tanti 


ienputing their e ok tact -And chendes the Apoſtle: f 3 
God hath committed to bs the miniſtty of Reconciliation. But 
obſerve che niture and proceſs of this Wen „% Now; 

ſays the Apoſtle,” *s are-Ambafladors for Chriſt: as though G did 
beſsech you, by us: we pray you 
God.“ The only Objecion to our Reconciliation; to God: is our 
Sins. By our Sins we throw: ourſelves at a 'diſtkace from him; and 
approche hind, and reconcile 
ourſelves to him“: and the Apoſtles, b) preaching Peace, that is, 
Forgiveneſs, preached the docttine of — ; and Chriſt, 
by forgiving our Sins, reconciled us to God; and God, by forgiving 
We, by re+ 
g the Lord for our God, according to the Revelation we re- 
y Cbriſ, reconcile ourſelves to God | by: Him. And we muſt 
never forget; that the Salvation, which Chrift brought, was the 


Salvation of God. Luke ili. 6. It was God, who appointed it, and 


ſent it; and all that Chriſ did in the Redemption of Man, was 
is obedience: to God who ſent him; as he Himſelf has declared in 
a hundred places. And he ſent him to give Remiſſion of Sins to 


all that would reconcile themſelves to God, by fepentance and 


amendment of Life. And God tobk this method of reconeiling 
the World to himſelf; becauſe he loved the World. And this is 


the Reaſon; that, when Chr was born, the Angels proclamed, : 
Glory to God in the TE {oe in Heaven 


}, on. Earth Peace, Ji 


. Int who 9 3 10:3 4% 
21 es v. 18. 10. God is DST to e 10 the Wor 55 becauſe he pou ek 2 | 
At t enmity with the World, but always willing to be their benefactor, if hey would return to 


| their duty. It was the World, that was at enmity with Ged; and was to Tee by coni- 


ing to the Knowledge of his Goodneſs to them. The ſame turn of Phraſe was uſed by Auticus 
at his Mother's Funeral; when he bo 8 a, Bk aſe cum matre in gratiam redis; that he was 
5 reconciled, to his rms bf it wa wor was Yerer has With her. Nye 
e 436. 8155 2 The 3. 
ws obſerves, that Repentane 1 Pra Nee ought to. F to God; and hot 
PH yo to to us: as in a Ship, by faſtening a Cable 1 a firm Kall N. Fd not to draw the 
Rock to che Ship; but the Ship to 7 the Rock. And, as God is unchiangeable, this is the only. 
ſenſe in which we can be ſuid to approche him; or to depart from him: we approche bim 
Righteouſneſs, and depart from him by Sin; but God is always the fame. Thus / lix, 2. 
Your Iniquities have ſeparated between you and your God: and your Sins have hid his face 
in not hear. And conſequently, we approche hun; by: his ſetting our Sins 
as far from us, as the Eaſt is from the We + ciii. 12. t the Phi E e in the ſame 
en Biß in omnibus 1 L = modo ſe habent. Nos vero, dum ſumus boni, propter fimilitu- 
em Diis conjungimur ; dum mali, propter dillimilitudinem ab iis ſeparimur : et dum ex vir- 
vivimus, Diis adhæremus; dum vitiis * nobis illos hoſtes comparamus. 


Forgive. 


ou in Chriffs ſtead, be ye Wake to 


* 


Forgi enen or, ee the FRG of G0 


| will to men! All this, is plane and intelligible: but to Sf: 3 

chat the De ach o 1 Chriſt was 4 Puniſhment, which 

be underwent for our Sinus; is 4 need that our Sins are not 
forgiven at all; but ohly transferred, and the penalty Fail by an 
the new. 


ercy of God in our 
Fiorgi veneſs. And theksfore 1 cobglude; that the Chriſtian Reti- 


on tlie Wrath of God againſt the Sins of 
re Jviring' a "Vicarious Puniſhment; but upon hs Benevolence 


gooc 
fert, as ſore dd; 


other Perfot : And à direct. contradiftian to every text in 
Teftament, whith ſpeaks of the'Gbpdneſs and M 


for is not founded op 


S + 7» 4. 


ut any Pwunithi ent or Recom Peoſe L all. 
"Dr: Samuel 790 oy, very plo nr jultly ; It may ſeem 


and a Love and Grace of God to the World, offering. by his Son a a 


A 


ene 67 Ke Wok Tel Fs Tory W the e 
Father and Creator of all things, as having no thoughts of Pity or 


Compaſſion. 58 oh 22 e Creatures; till moved 0 a 


as it wefe again e ginal tention, by the interpoſition 0 


neſs and 00e af God towards us; Pp but. the eflentiat and 3 


Crit. — Moſt u uhjuſtly therefore, and with great injury to 
ion, is God ſometimes repreſented as an implacable and cruel 
06ers ting in the deſtruction of Sennen till they were 


taken as it Were out of his hands by the interpoſition of Chrift.. 
This, 1 


Father 5 Mereies®, "Nor only the Love of C4rif, which is. 
the mediating Cauſe; but the antecedent Love and eſſential Good- 


neſs of the 1 Almighty, Which is the primary and original 


Cauſe of their Salvation; ; is always in Seripture repreſented” and 
laid before them, as a motive of Gratitude ; and a principal Argu- 
ment to excite in them fuitable Returns of Love and Obedience 


to him*.” And again, after ſeveral quotations from Scripture,. he 


ſays: Theſe aud numberlefs other, the like paſſages in Scrip- 


ture, do ſufficiently declare; that the Salvation of Men by the 


coming of Cg is aud ought to be aſcribed Ry tothe an- 


r See 7 Me ſermon on Chiiſtinae-day; I ee 
* Clarke's ſermons. vol. II. p. 117. 118 Gew. vol L form. xxvii. 07 & TY] 7 3 
4 Bid. p. 222.1, 168. fol. | Is 
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became more and more corrupted; and unworthy of it. For When, 
by reafon of their Sins, ehovab turned their enemy and fought againſt 
them; (If. Ixitt.] they began to look-upon the Gods of their Enemies 
not only as more powerful in themſelves, but more propitious to their 
Worſhippers; than the Jehovab who dwelt between the Cherubim. Thus 
Abgs facrificed unto the Gods of Damaſcus, who ſmote him; and he 
faid; becauſe the Gods of the Kings of ria help Them, therefore 
will I ſacrifice to Them; that they may help Me; [2 CHren. xxvlii. 2: £1] 
and upon this account they gradually neglected to inquire of the God 
of Ifrael and his Prophets: So that it was next to impoſſible to carry-· on 
the Theocracy any longer. And accordingly we find, a little before 
the deſtruction of the City and Temple, ' Ezekiel faw the viſion ofithe 
glory of God. or the Sher inab, pafs from his ſeat in the Temple to 
the threſhold of the houſe; [ch. ix. 3.] and from thence over the 
midſt of the city, Tix. 18. 19.] and from thence to the moun- 
_ tain on the Eaſt. xi. 23.] Aſter this departure of the divine Preſence; 
the Prophet faw the Temple forſaken, and the City deſtroyed,” and 
the People carried into eaptivity. [xxxiii. 2 1. ] Aſter this he ſaw no 
. more appearatice of God, till their return from Captivity; when the 
Temple was rebuilt, and he return'd again from the ſame mountain; 
Ixliii. 2. 4. 5-] and filled the houſe, as in So/omorn's time v. At length, 
after various turns and changes, in which we were ſometimes raiſed to 
the higheſt pitch of grandeur and power, and ſometimes depreſſed to 
the loweft diſtreſs and ſlavery, and again reſtored as a body politic to 
our religion and government, our City new built, and a new 
Temple erected; we were left, after the Babylbniſb Captivity, to be 
governed entirely, in the laſt period of time before the Mefiah's 
advent, by the written word of God: whieh we had opportunities 
of ſtudying and underſtanding at that time, better than we ever 
had before; our Seriptures being read in the Synagogue every 
Sabbath- day, our inclination to Idolatry quite cured, and innume- 
rable Scholes of polite Erudition erected under the Maccabees. And 
no the Spirit of Prophecy left us in the prophet Malachi, warning 
'us to prepare by repentance- and amendment -of life for Fehovah's 
coming again to reſide with us; that he might be a Blefling to us; 
and not a Curſe. « Behold, ſays he, I will fend my Meſlenger; 
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ao he ſhall prepare the way. Wale me; ** the Lord whon 
ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple, even the Ange 


whom ye. deli ht in; he ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of. Hoſts.” And 
again; Behold I wilt ſend you Elijak the prophet, before the 
b. the great and terrible day of the Lord: and he ſhall-turn the 44 
of the Fathers to the Children, and the heart of the Children to the 
Fathers; leaſt I come: and ſmite ths Earth, a OY the, Bang of. 
Juan] with a Curſe “ 15 

Theſe are the aff words of ther lat af, our. ns. oy thes 
being clamed by Jeſus Chriſt * to refer to Jobn the Bapiiſ and himſelf, 
eonneR the old ann Nik the new one; and prove the Chriſtian 
Scheme to be only a continuance and farther com tion of the 
original Deſign of God, to bring men to;eternal Life by hy 


us Son, 

27 
was foretold by the Prophets, under the character of Fehovab ; 

* led our Fathers out of: Egypt, -that He ſhould return and dwell 

and forgive their 

Iniquities, and remember their Sins no more. It is the 1— 9 1 
of amy prophecy, that begins the Chriſtian diſpenſation ; the Promiſe 

literally fulfilled, when Chriſ appeared in the character 


14 431 ; = * 2X * 
93 N i 4 


Mella, the Son of Man and Prince of Peace; and forgaye the Sios 
pliſhed 


of all; that believed in him: and it will be more fully ac 


Pe * 


heteafter; when he ſhall, come to reign over all, andi all Jjrael ſhall 


be ſaved; as it ĩs writt 1ere ſhall come out of Sian the Deliverer, 


and ſhall turn away. ungodlineſs from Faced: for this | is my Covenant 


unto them, when Itake away their Sins (that is, their Puniſhment). 


It is remarkable, that St. Paul quotes this paſſage with reſpect to a 
future time, u hen all Fleſh, hat is, the whole Fewyh N ation, ſhall 
be ſaved ;, and conſequently. it reaches to the ſecond comiug of 


** or che end of the Diſperſion; when that A n is determied 

ſhall be poured upon the. defolare*; (Our unhappy. Nation; and 
Chrift ſhall appear to rule over all at the beginning of the (ova ac EA 
age to come, or age of the Meſia s. | 


.ginning till thy: coming of Chrift ; the Angel of the Covenant hath 
preſided over us, as the Lot of his Inheritance: and it Ib ars by 


Mal. iii. 1. iv. 8. n Mat. xi. 10. Mur. i i. 2. Lu. viii. 27. 
| 0 © Ro, xi. 26. 20, 77. 2 Ver. 26. 


d. Jer. xxxi. 31« 31. 
Dan. ix. 27. f Deut. xXxXIi. 9. 
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the 


of: the { avenant 


Us Chrift, 1 5 Angel of the 7 and Lord of 5 Temple; 


9] 


Thus through: the whole hiſtory of our "Nation, fromk the . 
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proved his Sceptre. to be a. 


1 ing that his 


I holy Spirit :. b. 
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| End of the. fray 


- ih 1 As Frm: 3 8 e Mey 
and Gentiles ;. preaching Peace and By ace to all, who would: 1 
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cond place to conſ 
Wk the Covenant, When he came into ths” World in 
on of Man, did carry- ont 11 
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ove and Regard to them will not prevale wit 
98 forgive their en \ when they ee. 


ne ſame deſigr 
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n to the end | 
be, till 


the Chriſtian prop! ecies, that he will again receive us into his fa 
pon our 1 yan ; and reign over vs, 
World. But this return of the Theocracy.. 


uniſhing 


Th ith 


of 


1 


an 


547% 


| what COTS e 


t he 


St 
an's 


ceive Him aud enter into his Church and Kingdom. Secondly, in the 


completion of numberleſs Prop hecies, _ 


which had been ven in the 


preceding ages from the time &, Adam; and Thirdly, in that it gained 


to the 


As the 


Meſſiah, as the reward 

EN Poſſeſſion: ; which, 
0 Angel of the Covenant had fo rmed the 
. wr patating our Nation from the reſt of Mankind, that they might 
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1 
2 
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not Fall into their Errors; and governing them 
ſhould continue that ſeparation. till the Agi 


to 
character of Me 


5, he formed the Chry 


e. 


of his Obedience, that King dom or 
Was F before the founthation of 


1 + 


Oeconom 7. 


* 


by. ſuch Laws, as 


advent; Who was 


give new Laws to them, and to the whole world: So, in the 
ian Oeconomy; by gather 


Ing together again all nations, both Fews and Gentiles, under Chrj 
the one Shepherd and King over all ; 


ere ei 


whoſe dominion was to be an 


ominion, never to be deſtro yed. 


5 This Monarchy of the Meſiab was ihe great ' point of view = W 
all the Prophets, from the days of Abraham; and propheſied- of by 


8 I. Hill. 10. 5 2 2 


bd This , relates to the T of che Jeu 10d Gentile into the fans 
condition they. were in before their ſeparation 3 K appears by the prepoſition a. 
2 
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acob, when he e declares the Sceptre ſhall not depart, from 


Os 
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Na 5 25 


nor a 
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Lawgiver 


Es, — 


8 * E 1 ＋ OR 
Tiawgiver kon lnseen his Feet, till 85155 come 1 ont unto Hin n- 
ſhall the gathering of the peoples (that is, the ) rs and Gas, 
be . And this Gathering was to be the beginning of the great 
| Salvation; Which was to be introduced by him; and is ſo i = 
4 oppoſition to the Jeu % Peculiarity; becauſe it was to extend over 
all nations, and laſt to the End of Time. And this is the 
. PxrEDesTINATION, ſpoken-of in the new Teſtament, as the g racious 
method of Salvation by Chriſt; when he ſhould come in = Fleſh: 
which was fixed and determined, according to the original de gn of 
God, to bring all the righteous to 0 by him, in the "aft, 
Which was prepara forthem beforethe foundation of the rs For 


«this was the Myſtery of hs (God's) will; tro 00d plea- 

| ſure, e had e in himſelf; VER int A penlati on of 
or under 

en, and which 


| rl amor its ren (rut) according: to he purpoſe 


ö of his own Willi. | 1 1 was not made : 
known unto the ſons of Men; as it is how reveled unto his boly 


Apoſtles and Prophets by the Spirit: viz. That the Gentiles ſhould be 
fellow heirs of the lame body, and partakers of his {God's 8) promiſe i In 
Chriſt by the Goſpel x.“ Here we ſee the Apoſtle explanes the 
Predeſtination he ſpeaks-of, to mean the ah of the Jews and 
| Gentiles into one body again; which had been ſo long ſeparated, by the 
call of Abraham, and the Law of e, ; andbringing them all under | 
the fame Revelation. : 
his then being the geſign of the Ch/itian Revelation; that Chri Tr 
might become a Light to the Gentiles,. as well as to the Fes; and | 
his Salvation Fears, 4 unto: the ends of the earth; an- that the 
Geniiles ſhould come to his light, and Kings to the brightneſs: of his 
Tifing ; God fent him into the world, to publich the Laws of his 
Kingdom; which are the everlaſting Laws of” Righteouſneſs and. 
Truth; and to preach Repentaiice, | and Remiſſion of Sins, to all 
fuch as would receive them, and live in the practice of them. And 
according to the Prophecy of Iſaiah, that he was formed from the 
Womb to be. the Servant of God, to bg Jacob unto him, and W 


4 'See LencoTV. p- 168 8 *. Epb. i 10. — 5b. i 1, 5 


Se | 


* 


to confirm the 


9 


as Ju Be chats” the firſt offer bf Salvation to 1 wh 
being 4 a miniſter of the Circumciſion for the truth of God, 

promiſes made unto the Fathers s Therefore St. 
Peter ſays, ye are the children of the Prophets q and of: 3 
which God made with our Fathers; ſayiug unto Abrabam, in t 
ſeed ſhall all the Kingdoms of che earth be bleſſed : e ou i. 
God having raiſed up his ſon Nas lent him to bleſs 1 17850 
ing every one of you from his imiquities : ad Chrift hirablF- ays 
1 am. not Tent, but to the Joſt theep'tof the houle'of : Heaele; and © 
ordets his Diſciples neither to go into tile way of the Gentilen, nor to 
enter into any city of che Samarit 
the houſe of HMuelr. And, oben aer. C Chris death, the Di 
ſome time contifivied to preach tothe only: but ſeeing that they 
2 from them,; and dged them elves unworthy of eternal Life, 

they: turned tothe Genn 1, For ſo the Lotd e therm, 


People: 0 


8 for 


ſaying; 1 have ſer tte to be d lighe do che Gentiles, that thou mayeſt 


be my Salvation unte the ends of the Earth. And his orders to 
them after bis reſorrecion were; Oo ye Awrofbre, and teach all 


/ if ef Marion had received the Adgſiah, when he came 
ve been carried on by the ſame Family of Abriham,, 


And the-nativn of the Iſ> atlives. For he came to them, as to his- 


Subjects; f being | as he declared himfelf to 
Pilare; and therefore he>had a right to their obedience. And 


thoſe among the eros, who believed on him, were the Socbetg over 


a pas 


at that time their King, 


Society, were his 8 bje&s ; or his Kingdom. But, when he tame: 
10 Bis ben, and bis own reverved him not, he tutned to the Genmtiles.;. 
he was found of them rhat ſdoght him not; and aid, behold me, 


© 


behold me, hto a nation: that Was wor calledbby his name. This. 
Ab was UNE 3 7 Bieden of che 


n Arb, under r' the: Curie 
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Þ Mat. x. 5. 4 Ad, xi. 46. * ver. 49. Met. xxviii.- 19. See Whitdy, Vol I. 725. 
* anſwet to the denn of Mortafter, p. 15 2. Tee alſo p. 109 · [II. 854, and 885. fol where- 
is explaned Cl. i. 13. St. Paul thanks God, tor having delivered Chriſtians out of that Soci 
Ene power of Duukneſs) to which they belong ed before; and from the power of Death, whic 


ruled over it; and brought them, or removed them i into an other . over which his dear Son: 
as truely King and Governer. OE | 42 


* * 


+ {þ bv. . | | | 9 5 | 


«at 


but to go to the loſt ſheep of 


5 en the Ohriſtiam [Revelation was 2 continuation” of 
Revelariats, "and a etion of the promiſes given to our 


ch he aua tufed; and uf thoſe who join themfelves/to this. 


Oeconomy., 


* * 


» 


70 uE T * E R 


| ſeparate themſelves from God, and become again at enmity 


48 neceſlary for Chrifttans, ſee 4; xxvii. 22. 3. uk 


Oeeconomy; to collect togeth ; r under one Lord, x 
Gemiles; and bring them to an- obedience to the laws of his 
*  Kinge om. And as this Kingdom was-to; be extended. over the whole 
world.; and all people, nations and languages, were to ſerve him; 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to put an end to thoſe las, by which our 
nation had been ſo long kept ſeparate from others; and to introduce 
everlaſting Righteouſneſsꝰ; and govern his Kingdom, by the ſame 
Laws, by which the ſupreme God governs the Univerſe... And 
all ſuch," as Teceived the L we: of: his Kingdom became thereby 
ſe Laws could only be 


0 received by Path in Chr: 5 or a belief that he came from God; it 


Was N N 17 0 Corn on this dogs en. that all their former ſins were 
Ney" recon veiled dern elde to * 


A teceving Chr God dear: thong, the. fs aſt, 905 R 
becauſe they had been formerly unfit, or becauſe they Aas fn 
hereafter ;' but Forgiveneſs immediately followid their Faith, and 
could never after be forfeited but by Diſobedience, But, if they do not 

dure unto the end, by an en to his preeepts ; they again 


and ſhall at the laſt day be caſt out of his Kin 8 Fe 


S with the wicked Tad, impenitent of all other Religions: 


for this was the end, for which Chrin gave himſelf for us; that he : 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and, purify. unto himſelf a pe- 
cCuliar people zelous of good works :. Thus the whole body of the 

 Chrifian Church, whether they were Fords or. Gemiles, are RET or 
brought together 1 into a ſtate of Safety; by the preaching of peace 
and forgiveneſs: as was foretold by the Prophets. And this. is the 
only Predefination ſpoken-of in the new Teſtament ; though ſome 
of the Chrif:zans have deduced. moſt. abſurd and - unwarrantable 
Doctrines from it, by miſunderſtanding it. The word Preagſtination 
is mentioned, in the new Teſtament, only four times; twice in the 


: " . to the A and twice 1n che firſt to the TPO: : 


« 


. * Dan, i IX. 24. | 7 Mar. vill. I2. xviii. . 32. | 7 * Tie. I, oh I % 
= Thus Noah was aue in the Ark; and St. Paul received a Revelation, ts no foul 


| ould fe ih in the Shipwreck. But this only mean'd, that they ſhould have it in their power to 


de faved ; not that they ſhould be ſaved, whether they would or no : and ſoe Wein to the cad! is 


r 5 3 
* * 
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and in all theſs Texts: relates: to the bring 
Church of God; and Has never any other meanivpg. 

The whole Proceſs of the Salvation of obedient Chrif itians by 
„is | thus briefly given vs by St. Paul. ¶ Rom. viii} W. hom 
God did fore nom, (thoſe Generations ; whom God did intend 
to favour as be did the ew, with 4: defi gu to give them his 
Revelations, and make them his Church) he 19 0 did: gredęſtinate to 


vI. 25 


be conformed to the image of his Son; [defigning that he ſhould in- 


ſtruct them, and be an exemple to them, that they ſhould follow 


his ſtep ps.] And whom he did predhſtinate, {that they. ſhould be 


1 d with the Chriſtian Revelation, and become his Church; 
them he alſo called ¶ he called them all together, both Jer ane 
Gentiles, into his Church; gathering them under one head. thereby 
putting an end to the Jeuiſb Peccliatley ] and whom he called, them 


he alſo jaſtiſied e; [upon their. 8 nis Call, and becoming his 


Subjects, and joining themſelves to him as his Diſciples, he forgave 
them all their, 1 Sins :] and laſtly, whom be juſtified, them 
he-alſo glorified: 
firſt: becoming C- Has be woti ves into Gat I, his een 
Kingdom. 7 oth l 5 
And here it muſt eee that Th Apoſtle is not ſpeaking, 

this place, either of the Heathens who never heard of C; or. of 
thoſe Jeus and Heathiens who did not receive him, and obey his 


call; or -ofithoſe\ wh did not make. theic- calling and election 


ure by an obedience to his Laws; and enddring unto the End; but 
only be; the method or proceſs, by which thoſe: Chriſtlans who love 


God, are led-on to Gloty by bim. For he gives this.accovnt, merely 
in order to prove and explane what he had advanced in the 28th 


E oa ts 


8 TEES 74 4 $4 
1411 | 


2433 5 


3 Bk © ont 8 IIb 08 $5 13151 ; f 

* Err bern! chat? is, ra, See "tec, te 27 You only have I 3 2 Ye. and I Gor. ri. it 
Kuo ſuch 5; that is, ſhew Civitity to them. aner to Hart“ ſerm. F 

— 71 bed] chis word, as Mr. "Rahert Paci ” ſerves, ineludes the whole between 3 Wes 
| glovifying. He quotes Thy/fs 4 84 J 2 * — cems to nd ol rc and Ballenger; 
that in the Text, but ye are juttified; 1974, 4; the means the ſame thing in thele 
ſeveral words: and Chamierus ; that Juftification-a Saasen de infer one an other; yea, the 


Saints are for thak denon called ſs; becauſe ſhay-have nen of Sir s. Barclay 5.Apol. 

. 
* MP. 22 25 obſerves, DEP. 1; ive 60 4 n make juſt or ih 3s to -acquit GN abſalve in 
jadgement: Pj; bexxii. 3; and to make or pronounce cuicted, is to condemn, Pf, xxxvii. 33. 
| Xciv. 21. Deut. xxv. 1. So that the objections of Mr. uh ant. others to St. Paul's Expreſſion 
in the Epiſt. to the Romans, that many are made Sinners; procede from ignorauce of the 
Hebrew Idiom. For che Seuſe of . ſee Gataler de Nov. Teſt. So; z. in . 


Gods 


— 


ng the Gentle into Ul 95 4 | 


hole, whoſe, Sins were forgiven upon their 


"nw that's 15 things Work together. for good to thoſe chat love | 


a — * 


Us 1 r R I. e 
b ae calted acoordir un bin punrpaſe: that is, 10 all 
obedient Chriſtiaus: ſor hoe en eam b fl both to lobe God, aud 

i at to by calle according 0 hie hüt 

A Her ere we ſee, the Peculiarity/ of Elrttion als: Grace (by 4okich 

= Abraham and his. | rity were choſen, or elected by the | Angel of 

the Covenant, to preſerve the hiftory« -of God's: Providence,: when 

—_ the reſt of the world is generally and gel tolbe: left veithout any 

3 Revelation ;) fill continues in the CM Chytchy and is open 

3 to all, that have opportunity” anda deſire to enter into it. The great 

10 — advantage of this Revelation' belongs emirely to the - Chrjftians,” and 

8 is thus expreſſed by St. Peter; that God, having! raiſed up his Son 

3 Jeſus, 5 ſent him to bleſs them; fte whom he! preacheds]iby: turning 

1 „ e ry one of them from their Iniquities 9. And St. Pa 

1 W f that che Grace: of God. which nngeth datvatiom unto 

all al Mes, hath appeared [by Jeſus Chrift] ; teaching us, that denying 

= |  Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, we ſho! uld live ſoberly, righteouſly, 

=_. and gedly, in this preſent World; looking for the hleſſed Hope and 

=. -. appearance of the'Glory of the great God; And our Saviour t |, 

= Ci; Who gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people zelous of 

= | Works © Thus the Chriſtians, who were contemporary with C 

= _ heard his Doctrine; were delivered out of thepower of Darkneſs; : 

3 . bis-marvellous Eight; but of heathen Ignorance and Super- 

* Aition.” into the Khowiedgt of the true God. And thus far: did 

1 Cbrift. in the character of 4 Prophet, carryl on the ſcheme: of Man's : 

E Salvation; by inſtructing them in Righ ecuſnefs, and making them 

1 VV fit and meet te be partakers of the inheritance of the Saints i in Light. 

_ | But the benefits received by 'the”Revelation of Chriſt, and the be- 

neſs: received by his Mediation, ave very different things f. The 

Mediation of Chrift 1 A oy to all the families of the earth: but his 

Revelation extends only to the [Chriftians; and, even among them, 

1 | hot one has ever e 9 Life; by the knowledge of it. 'Fhe 

. 5 ' Chriſtian Revelation could no more give Life, than the Jewiſb Law: 

=. no man is ſaved, as an adequate Reward of his perfect Righteouſneſs, 

by means of either; but, as it was with the Few and Gentile, when 


N Chr Pig came; ſo it! is wih the Kr en now: Every one haviog broken 
0 * * ine 3 
KP ill, 206. 14 HCO Nai, 11. 7 5 * See this farther explanedin Lever VII, 
by DO 8 | | | 33 7 2 REA SE ia hy a : N the | 
. 0 
15 | 1 
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he was ſent. Limboreb. Amica Collatio, p. 540, TT * 


n 


the | aw, moſt depend upon the Me ey d power of the Lawgiver. 
The [ReſurteQion from "hu dead, forgi veneſs of: Sins and eternal 


us from an "other Cavls; 3 2 by: an "other Mediuup: : Which 1 ſhall 


% 
I 
; 


now procede to conſider and explane; by ſhewing,”. - 1.5106 5 
. Thirdly; that the 7mmediate or efficient Cauſe, by whichtheiSal- 
vation of Man will be completed. will be the exerciſe of: Mole. 
powers which were conferred on Chrift by the Father; in reward 2 
his Humiliation, Sufferings, and Death. And this ſudhee 1 ſhall 
 explane 1 under theſe four heads „FC (T 
FPFirſt; that C 
Father- Bf ere c) TEN? att v Wb 8 4 1 1 e WF N vs 71 1 1 11 11 5 "4 17 2 
It Secondly that, in obedience to the will of the Father, he un 

derwent Sufferings , bak drotÞ ory it 

- Thirdly; that, in Reward of his Obedience, he was Ae e. 
dated; and received very extraordinary PoWwWer s. 
154 Fourthly; that We are ſaved by the exerciſe of thoſe : Powers, 
which He'receiv*d:in Reward of his meritorious Obedience, 275 09 

. Firſt, I am to ſhew; that Chriff came into the World, to do'the - 
Will of the Father. This very planely appears, from the 5 eltimony 
of ri himſelf. He tells us, that he came not of Himself; but the 
Father ſent him: and neither the Words which he ſpaks; nor the 
Works which he did, were his; but the Father's *: for he did nothing 
/ bimſelf v; but, as the Father gave him commandment, ſo he didi; 
and gave his D Diſeiples the words which God had given Tick: thay 
he came in his/Father's name!, and did his works in his name *; 
and ſought not his own will, but the will of him that ſent him: 


and came down from Heaven, not to do his own will; but the will 


—_ 
„ 


— 


* 


of him that ſent him o: and it was his meat to do it, nd to finiſh 


his work . and he did fimh i it in ſuch a manner, as to glorify God y: 
5 i 8 524 . N 13 3 „ ; 3 „ | 8 125 8 
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8 1 Fe. xiv. 10, 24. b viii. 28. 1 xiv. 31. * xvii. "IS v. 4 mx. 2. il. 30“ a? 
® Ja. vi. 38. If the Goſpel be examined-without prejudice or ill-will, we Hall always, find ;, 
that Chriſt aſcribes whatever he ſaid or did to the Father, as the Author and princ cipal Cauſe; at 
calls himſelf the Servant of God, referring all things to his glory. In the firſt place, heexprefly- 
declares; that he was ſent by God: and befides, the Miracles Which he did, he a 8 to 
Himſelf; but to the given him by the Father. And ſo the Doctrine, &c. Therefore, when 
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This account of our Salvation, 7 b. Pont which Chriſt gane in RF of his Gelee, 

anſwers two very capital Objections of the Deiſts ; Since God, ſay they, was akvays willing that 
all men ſhould be ſaved by Chriff; why was not his Revelation made ſooner ? and why was it not 
 aniverſal? And again; . Tf Chrift was ſent into the world, to reform it; how comes it, that his 
Rexelation has not that effect? and what Good has it, if Clrifian ar are as bad as other Men? For the 
Anſwer to theſe Queſtions 2 che Reader to Letter VII. e 
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are mere Ignorance/and Folhy: : but thus far weido: know that the | 
: Prophets had 2 Trial to go through, or a Duty to perform, and a 
Character to maintein; as well as the people they were ſent to: 
that mankind were hob onl y4a becreated, but ort᷑ated in ſuch cir - 
cumſtances, as to employ andi improve the virtues both of thechildren 
and parents; and connect the world: in ties of relation and be- 
nevolenee. And out Redemption was not confined in its conſequences | 
to the benefits of the Redeemed only; but extended tothe ExaRntps * 
and Glory of the Redeemer, and to other uſes. 
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merely by his own immediate act and power: but where, and when, 
do we find this to be the method of his Providence When do we 
ſee his immediate hand in the eſtabliſhment of Kin: gdoms, and the 
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why God always chooſes to employ; the actions of other beings, 85 
ſeems to be this; that by conſidering and executing his commands, 
they may improve their San cha — 2 and. thereby recommend 
themſches ti his Favour 4. And, if this be the caſe, we ſes the 
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have received him for Ieſſab the Prince, and been 2 to 
him; it does not a pear, from any thing in the new Teſtament, bug 
that the end of his Miffion would have been accompliſhed ; without 
his Sufferin gs and Death: for they would not have ſlain him, 
if they had Liſtened to the voice of the Prophets; and known the boy 
of their Viſnation. And Chrift himſelf, in his prayes t > evening 
before bis death, „if it be Poſſible, let this cup paſs from me; 
ſeems io cohſider it in this light: vis, that it might de poſſible dt 
him to be the Saviour of the World, without his being flain- by 
the eus: for, in any other ſenſe, if his death was ab/o/utely: 
necglſary to his completing i that: Office, be muſt ſeem to expreſs a de- 
fireiof abandoning it; WRich is highly abſurd to ſuppoſe. And this 
ſenſe of tha wor sis confirinedi hy an other prayer; in which he 
confiders the work he came to do, as already finiſhed; beſare his 
Death. 1 have glorified Thee on Earth; I have fuiſhed the work: 
Ibn gave me A N and now, O Father, glorify me, &c . The Death 
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darling prejudices, of the Few;/b nation 3 and could . not be: avorded,. 
but by ſuch a compliance on his part: as would have been incon- 
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them from their Sus; and the end he propoſed whagbls, Surely they 


bill reverence my Son. And therefore to ſhew hopitthey;aKted! agady lt 


His Will; God cenſutes thoſe hands, as wicked}. that Ke d him an 


puniſhed: them with the moſt dreadfyl-but iluſrighs;)N engeants;! 


Mac. xxii. 37. Hels ii. 23.“ If God had conimanddd 8 to lay 


him; it might have looked as if his Death had been o fecgſarx 3 


that his office of a Saviour could not have been exenuted, With!“ 
cout it: Whereas by a bare permiſion, it Mas made to Jook:, be 
an dccidentel thing; done contraiy to Bis e | Bn? 
_ deed," to ſuppoſe-1t. perefſary::that/ the Fetor ſhop 


flay dm 5) int 
order to bring about 7heir:own Salvation, and reconcile themſelyns to, 


God; ſeems to require, that in order to gain forgiveneb:for , their! 
paſt Sins they. | Rv? 


neceſſarily perpetrate an other, ef much 
they had / before committed: And toi ſuppoſe 


deeper guilt than what 


this to be any otherwiſe determined i hy, God, than any other: 


wicked action which he fbretells; is inconſiſtent with his Attibutes. 

But though the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt; do / not appear to. 
have been ſo abſolutely necęſſary to our Salvation, that he could not 
have been a Saviour without them; even though Mael had receiv d 
him as their Mefiab and King: Vet, as this po not: the, caſe, but 
on the contrary his Death became the neeeſſary cunſeq nee of his: 
Miniſtry; the Beauty and Conſiſtency of the divine, 


quence. of it: and particularly that it was by this extraordinary act 
of Benevolence in giving wed for. us. all, that. the World Was 5 
be reconciled to God. py 


In like manner; thou ry we * not ſee a friend. "the; | e nec, that. 


Mankind ſhould be ſaved by one of their own Race ; t that, as by Man 
came Death, ſo alſo by Man ſhould come the Rgſurrediůon of the: 
| dead ; which St. Paul ſpeaks: of as a matter' of great Fropriety s: Z 


. Bobs Trafes, Examin. of Mr. Leſlie's laſt diat. Pp: 254- 3 J Ute -A, 

od and Pontius Pilate 1 were | 
together againſt thy holy Child 7e Jus, whom thou haſt anointed to do what thy hand 
determined to be done. 
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Ft his „ A -Ivheti/confidered 2 42 
_ apþ = tb be Bo leſs beautifully e 
Mean and Motive: to that End whether we gonſider him as our 
Eremple: mereaſing in W iſdom, as he indivaſell in Statureb; and 
living without: "Wi though in the likeneſs of Fnful -Bleth | ;, and 
learniug Obedience; by the things which he ſuffered £;; and. becoming 


Henri, inte Gente wenete Will 


Salvation! and lead many ſons. unto glory; 


aud in all' points tempted as we are: or whether we conſider his 


becoming a\Manjoonly: as analogous to the general method of 


Providence, that Mankind ſhould be belpful to one another: 2 22 
Voirtues of Particulars briug down Bleſſings upon the Community; 

or as neęefldryi in order do give Evidence to bis Miſſion; as t e 
faithful Wiegel kvencto Death raiſed up by God jn attoſtation to 
his Doctrine in -whatever manner we conſider. theſe things, the 


ts our Salvation; in the ſargs: ſenſe, as his whole Life ey every 
avs eee were nergſary: that is, Senne 
Was natofary'to: ſome patticular purpole; by which God deſigned 
to Waage our Salvation; and the whols together neceſſary 
to complete all the purpoſes, that is, the Whole Beſign, in that 
particular manner. Oive me leave to obſerve here upon the whole; 
Une adlambzing Idea we muſt have of the infinite Power and 
Wiſdom! of: God; and a Tag a demonſtrable ,Pzpof of the infinite 
Folly and Impotency of Sin: when we reflect, that ſo un parfonable 
aden 6Þ ee as? the. rocifyiag ther Meſiab men * be 


11. 110 44391 is «UV 55 Tits: . 


to Lake i.; 2. fs 4 7 
I Side 


2 harnp of s 444 in- the 1 an ad oe ered? by by. taking F 


| A rec from Sin. 5. ir. 1 


me 4 ch. See Ga _ She Gent, part pi. B I . The Phenix, V. | 
mA tio, ob. 5" 3h . Lott 00 ale thts rt 
9 EB. l. 10. % ba 15 1 ni v 5 111 910 
_—_— | | 8 


* * . 
o 


nected with our Salvation; as a, 


perfect by Sufferings, - that he. might become the Captain of our, 


Vor whether/we con- 
ſider him as our Judge; ne! with the feeling of gur infirmities, 


n Ville what St, Paul G ere, my in the ll. Jones of finfal Fleſh - Chri if 0 eon- 

5 Ms 482 ra. te mean ; [That Chr3/ did prove Sin "committed; in the. 
bis int Son Bubje& of Condemoation, by ſhepung; that ĩt was pot the unavoidable Con- | 
4 upon himſelf, and yer 

inion of che bis: via. that 
ent dar 4 thereby. tõ ala! unto 7N theix | fiſfficient Power to EL. the. 
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Keese 


not an Fncouragetnent 


Kent Almi; Bty God. to ſo great and glorious: 4 — . 38 
E e * the caſe; how re we 
imine” it poſſible, that the Sin of Men, or of any; Beings 
rior to Men, ſhould ever be able to /bountertl his Deſigns! 
may indbed produce” a tester Intrigaey in the Conduct of 
Ptobidenèe; and fuch-as may be beyond the finite Capacity of any 
Creature to itveſtigate, becauſe more complex; butt degrees of 
GA wil be e ally ge. whatever means he pleaſes | 
to make Ree 79 920557 e n 51 208 


 % 


But here wo are diningied for a: Sow: We by an eb ection 
of the Facing; with regard to the benefit) of Cs « EXEL 
If Cu, lay they, had? hot. been 4 mere | Man, hut of 3 ſuperior 
Afar; tis evold thor! properly be propoſed: as! an Exemple to mere . 
Men. "Hi er, would be >. greatly ſuperior to his Temptations, 
that che Weakneſs ot the Flaſh would be abforbed in he Divinity: 
all tlie Remembrance of His: former Glory being erer preſent to him, 
His Tetiptations could huve n bver him: "Add therefore he 
can beither be a proper Exemp le to us, by his Victory over Sin, ta 
 Eilour after Righteouſbsſs;' which he preſerved. without any labour: 

0 e e A bende which: one 
de ait df attcining . | TY 10 31 801 LEE 
To this it may * nee chat, ae Gi is ſaid to be 4 
Exemple to us, it means; either that he was a W Admonition, 
or Leflon'of inſtruction, to follow his Steps and receive his, Reward 
or elſe that he was 2 Copy for us t imitate, Wüh the ſans 
Hopes in view. 258 . Doe 

Tet us firſt con der; whether brit. the Angel of reren 
be not 2 more proper Leſlon of inſtruction to us, than any Man 
could he. As to the gjetion, that << the Weaknels of the 
Fleſh is abſorbed in the Divinity? it may juſt as ſafely be afferted, 
_ that the Power of 'the Divinity is abſorbed in the Fleſh: for 
© as to. the Conſequence of the Conjunction of che Angel | of the 
Covenant with the Fleſh in which he was incarnate ;. gr in. what 
degree the Temptations of Cbriſt might affect Him; that is, 
how eaſy or how difficult it might by for Chrift to refiſt them; 
I preſume we are intirely ignorant: and have no right to argue 
5 N — — from 
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"Hom ar Tg ngrands'a inftthe Path infel fd, „All that we Tag gel N —_ 
aſſume upon thiÞSubjeds ipthk jthat 4 Being of the moſt:conſurn- =» = 
ate Wiſdom and Perfection did adually go through great Afflie- 1 
'tion; and Daath/itfelf; with Patience, Futh, 2 gd Reſignation; and F 
was rewarded by-God in his time, dcr all that he did: dnd faffeved in „„ 
obedienos te Mf With: and fru theſo:Darg weargue, as follows. = 
en. Ha. Being fo greatly» fupgrivb to ManzdnoWildoin and every 
Perfection, did actually mr Mx amr of his Glory, which. he 
had with the Father before the-world was; and tale upon him 1 
the form of a Servant, ard Pere all the ſame Duties, which\a . 
Man is required co do, in obetlente to his. Will; It is a leſſon f 
Inſt ruction co un: tlrat no Being, lot hiri berver ſo great and wile, | 
s ſuperiot to iche: practice me fame moral Wirtges which we VF 
leere 3 or to a ſtate of Humiliation when ever it may be . 2 
| cable to the wiſdom of God to allot it f e Ar com ſequen 8 1 
5 that the practice of Righteouſneſs, am ſubiniſfidn to the EN. 
: of God | No bn 'Qbediende, arc gidabbe c the higheſt Wil- f 
titude and ouglit to he practiſed by: alb inferior 
Who 5 ahm at a praiſe · wortky Character, by 42 right) and wiſe 
: Cohduct. fir 10 Veni 9311306 2107 2! VJO 5 
2. As the ſupreme God of the Univerſe did a ppoint Aa ts of 
"Afiidtions and Death to be gone through Huy 3bapren t and good a 
as his dum beloved in whom he was well pleaſed z\it 
ration ard Leſſon to us; that whom God loveth he 
chaftenetli; and an ncouragemient ta bear with! Patience G 
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. -1 do Reb, ee aft. him; ahve i Kei lll, ch 
d ed, 2 550 Nen Tin is n Js Inde ar 4 7 ha 
w s limited b in 1 

a e me Wk od cite} LESS 

— D ent 800 | 
Ig Ty han | . their full ſtrength, ols anc 

5 e pred ſrt, No oe „ 
51 n an ring, hie 
is the true and great myſtery of Godl Godlineſs, God ant in the fleſh ; it will De for tam 


to admit the Ford to be deprived. of its formerly extraordinary: - Abilities, and to become ſubject 
} to fore Temptatioris and great Affticthns i r I Ns pre: {wh vs ee iy P 


a ſame time it did conduct i yo 
222 5 225 en get | Unjan Tg the de Holy Spich Ken i 


e e Na * 180 as » he badly a aun ed 


* 
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Voß. H. p. 183. W d %% Ja 


Man ** Belt like an 


* 5 „ 


* A 4 4 a 1 * * 
"I «LA one Bat 1, 4 2&6 N 
AE - 2 . n RR N * 1 = 
"nn EE 
„ * yy SETS R 4 , 
7 c n 
P N 


aa Aﬀiifiions!wit.vurſcliy: may Ppi 1 ering: them: aa tlie 
_ appointments. ode agate good God. 5k creinding to wiſe and 
good purpoſes. 2 23,0 eee bib 8 bat mate | 
17153. A8 in recom nol of i hriftis. Obetience:hs) was bighly.exalted 
and rewarded ;| this is allellon_of InſtruQios to tee us Faith and 
. Confidence in God's Juſtice ard [Bounty that, if We ſuſſer with 
Cbriſt; we ſhall: alſo be. glorifedctagetherl) 1 Pet. ii. 19, ail. Rom. 
e Aol? .gid Yo UStmid Now Ia hs bib ; e 


But, if the ber confiders this Exemple; mertly as a Coph for 
our Imitation; and;imay ines, that, if Chriſt. had h 3 ima 


A. 


. : ſtate ſuperior to Man, > W ould- ue. *. more p ropęr 7 i or:dbr 
5 imitation : he muſt conſider tit elthen as ase r $0) init in in fugh 
* | a, fe, —or 38 mote: ##ely> fort us to chooſe it fpr our amitation;—or 
5 5 aàs a greater Enciar agenient t dur imitation becauſe! we ſhould 


have a better proſpect and hope of e to the perenion of 
| the Copy 15 which it may* he. anſwered ; 20 .9313 8 1 27 11 176615 V 4 
N = BT; 4 "The: Exemple or Copy could not: be hain >99ſ tal bmitate; 
1 1 becauſe: it 18 the v fame: QC py, umer hoth aſu ;buchethle 
3 the Perſon wha fecit us be a nen m Vn ſu pe rion to A n 0 And, 

where the Copy is the ſame, the Difficulty of imitation. dauſt de 
. the fimes giotige b chovin ad 39 boi amanqut wr fs 
HH 5 age Exem! ple of a mnere man Weiche bel more ** 
=: us to::choole Fence Tak: ha the Euempbe of a: ſupe 
Being. For; themnore: perfect annBeug| is, mae te to. 
_ pleaſe Godby this; lmitatiom of Sagrada leſs perfect che ian the 


; leſs good we can promiſe to ourſelves by being like him. 
Ia the Imitation gf here m we. muſt be often full of doubts 3 $ 

6 becher the Exegiple be fit for” Trojtarlbn 5 zut, in thetimitaris 
3 8 the Son of God; we are under ho-futk- dit ulty ; the 
* ſreperior Nature bein OE, N Ns .a Copy, 
1 TT the Imitation and. . 2 Being 0 0 ad. de 1 1 
becauſe it is ſet, vs: by: ry i  Perfe@tion infinitely 

ſuperior to Man. ride OE 
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The Socinian may perh 10 8 0 we hob 123 250 t of 


= ' the Perfection of the obe Ft \ us by Ch! ongh he be a nere 
N Ha Man: For this mere Man was Elled. b. Fb 5017 U hoſt, aud Gad 
1 nnn not his Spirit by meaſure af him; Y and therefore. His 
| tt ' Exemple: 
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1 under their . own, 
ted by a ſupernatural, 


; e SL Jo. 117 34 
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to. 15 us, fo, hope. fo els in our. 

t Temp 6, why Are got 6 af ted ; than 

e W yy) Dol $10 d, partaker; of. the divine Nature, | 4 

. Bat, in, tr W ole ok: this Obigctign, ariſes, from the 

Witte of img g 0 Feile s [ft Sr ont. Imitation i but 
what ye are able, ta come up to: an obje ich may be r 


ts Fe en erer eg e een . ae Miſtake ; 23S W when, 


 Everabother Tex he. 
nded te he. followers of God, as dear Children *; Lag 
2s our Father,whic den einen effect. 5, 
Ind elles, fer, beh — their, Sch ar 1. 00 a 1 
a date royement, . they: did not chooſe. out t 
N , moſt, fapkty ;, bug thoſe, whi eros wool perfect. Tl 
lars were to imitate, as "oof as they be their 


Ak 19 20 got Them hemſclves, Wer \ the,proper: Judges. 10. 
e + hay e urs or Statue. 5 | 

0 5 5 nd norte; one Was Cl 5 to, | lead: e 

65 


nd, upon 18 account it 1s. . that n hib 
0.4 orld;, that, could hee bited 


lone. Nay, even the ideal 


£, 3's * — * — * 4 # . 


; Man, whigh: was- drop. by. the. Stoics,. 25 
O 


. ee barten lgrs 3 It. ſome, it Was car 
La a bers de much fell ſhort. of 9. 00 
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. that t this nes tion of the Kaen. 18 Kalk. 


ut pen altlPBs! vc 
d; wh 1 was the Ri porous Porſm choſck b y God, 


S3 motiatgt between God, and Man; 
by een 1 gracious me 
or 


o 
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4 


kf = 4 
88005 We, 
rape: TY 


age of Pardon and Foigiveneſs, arid 


ined to undergo Pain and Death for our ſakes —the reaſon ap- 
pears to bez becauſe he was more, intimately related to us, and 
more nearly concerned in our Welfate, and conſequently in our 
Salvation; than any ker Being in the Univerſe could be: for we 
were created by ja an oo mo Fe is One Lord e. Cars 5 
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bete the foundation of the World; 


eternal Life to all, who 
, and a Joy that was fet before him, and a Recothy 


the Univerſe, that we know-of; who by his meritorjous Obedience 
' hath gained an everlaſting | Kingdom, and purchaſed a poſſeſſion 


CH : 
us * 
EZ . 
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ſays the Apoſtle 4 PEO 455 4 * we (3 ow 
We are therefore the work of his Harids; a0 4 Fn! eue 
objects of his Care and Love; for it is Aareldb e e en Neat 
ard dearer Relation. But this is mot all; we fre adtonly'c Gerte by 
im, [ abr] but for him; eig a being l him Jes ere] 
„ inheri ingdem; to 
de joint heirs with him in his inhetitaner- Which be Bath _ 
chaſed; and there to live and reign With Hin, aud hes ge 
together *. By reaſdn of Whiel iutimate conäéctierf He CASH 90 
Brethren, and his Children whom God hath "given Him-, 4 5 
the ſame Building v, members of the fame 3 1 of firs PIE 
of his Bones —lt is upon account of this Toye and x6 


out Prince and Saviour, to biingmiliohs of is 
and honour and immortality, and make ffie 7 
divine Nature -: to die NO more, but to be equal to 5 Av bh abel! | 
children of God v. len, 3: 8 1 E ine F 
No other Being therefttte do de __ Ff ; 'who 28 10 10 eto 
be ſent into the World fot our Salvation; as * cher, whid 
would be ſo faithful a Mediator, or ſo indulgent a pee 
who would with ſo unbounded Betievoletice ditpenfe hoof Fre irt ß 
oukt be meet and fit to receive 115 and 
ſave to the uttermoſt all ſuch as ſbould come unto God by him; no 
other, who would. look upon bar Salvation as a Reward Hot to B 


tHe aud Yao 


tisfacrion of all his Eabours, 'Suffetings and Death: At 
the higheſt conſequence to be eohfidered, there is no Uther Being in 


dy his 222 which he hath 2 820 and es 28 beRow! 2 | 


2 ber, 2519 75 La 1 explains; wi * Ge Cauſe, by ali aad 


po „ that is, that he might rule over them; by Yatablus,. 5 J Gl 
Pike car, B Neb him, 28 the 8 U for him, as the End; Whithyad locum, * 
Mar. Ay, pil, As gia n 1 nic 1 = 
: * Hh. 17. 7 TR -&, ii. 55 13. 1447 pb. ii. Tha 15 * 7 311125 od 
'® Eph. v. 0. 2 Pri. i. 4. Lak. Xx. 36. : 


< AKingdom or 5 0 prepared in Heaven for the inhabitants of this ben that they may 
not be left — 


without 


eat is of 5 


one andther, or the reſt of the Univerſe; ſeems, according to our 
Idas, to be abſolutely neceſſary to their Happineſs : for we can dave no n of Happineſs, 
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ng 'other, capable of bal wen 4 Wewildz of bt Niere 
be to Have 0 1 n Fo fuck! diffeulties te t6 obdteiß * 
or us. e ee 


But the confeq quences” of Chyj | ec » 1 have 5: way 
| hinted,” ate got eine to Mankind alone; 


Adpantag ed rz and the Salvation of Matkind by TO un. 
renek with the Government of the univerſe: for 41 
Being 7 'who e atquainted with the hiftor; of 9 510 3 — All 


Plaftios, ate inſtructed by it in the fame 3 and altriatec 
by the fame Motives. Even the holy Angelr 155 25 an Extmple 
| before them, © moſt worthy, of their 0 and Imitatioff; 
fofflcient” ts confirm Ihen in the conſtant practice of Faith bnd 
Obedience. F or. though ſome of them have formerly fallen From | 
wi ghteoufneſs, atid noe hot their firſt eſtate ; who are reſerved uto 
115 ement of the great day 4: yet the hiſtory of Peſus Chriff-is of 
12 eient to prevent any farther A poſtaſy among them for the 
Hits." Hete they experience the Righteouſneſs of God clearing 
bined from the tho Ancricare and whhaccountable Appeatance of fer- 
3 and ; uccef 77 N Malice, in a method beyond their Con» 
eeßtibn; nch yet in 12 plane and intelligible manner, when reveled; 
agreable tothe leg of his Government inothier caſes: Here they find. 
an exemple in Feſus Chrift of an abſolute Faith and Dependence bn 
6848 ighteouſhels; ahdx perſevering Obedience utito the end, under 
amazing Difficulties and Afflictions, and all the Tnfirtnities of the: 
Fleſh; raiſed and. rewarded by God, in his own determinate time and 
manner, to a ftiteof the higheſt Glady : all the ' malice and power 
of his enemy being reduced into ſubjection under his feet. To fee 
the Pride and Wickedneſs of the ſubtle and powerful, thus con- 


without fomerhing of that nature ; ; ſome Order and Regularity, ſome thing going forward,. ſome: 
end in view. And there is no reaſon to imagine, that there is any other Kingdom or Society 
in the Univerſe: prepared and fitly adapted to their Condition; or that this would have been 
; prepared for them, but for Chriſt's ſake; who was to be the King of it, and for whom they were 

erk ated; os that God would have carried on the Race of Adam © inherit this Kingdom; if it hadi 
Not been the will of Chriſt himſelf to make them Partakers of it with him, agreably to: the original. 
Heſign of God before the World began. 

d Fude—6. Some Chriſtians read the Text of Dear. xxxii. 8. according to the verſion of che LXX2: 
where it runs thus ; when.themoſt High divided the Nations, when he ſeparated the Sons of Adam, 

he appointed the bounds of the nations according to the number of the Angels of God. And 


they underſtand. this Text of wt, Fade of thoſe Angels, who did not t take a proper care of their par- 
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ſhould get clear from per/anal Puniſhment he would n. Jour 
to 8 _ we . become (64.4% Sin. 5 * 1 yh 
And the Iujuſtice of puniſhipg an innocent Perſon canngt be * 
as Bp. Stillingfleet and: other learned men have imagiued; by. ſay ins 
# fa Cari M underwent a,voluntary puniſhment: rant, whether yol un- 
tary or inyoluntary, e it can be proved, that the punichmentwas 
Jill, and what he deſerved, (which could not be, becauſg he was, inno- 
cent; ) it is ouly aſſerting, that an innocent Perſon ſubmitted voluntarily 
to an unjuſt Sentence; and his voluntary ſubmiſſion to it made it 40 
which it is abſurd to ſuppoſe. And yet Dr. Still; ingflcet has expreſie 
hiocnſelf, as if he would have us underſtand him i in A = = 4 
fays; « He — oblige hifaſelf, by an a0 of his own Wal, to 50 
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8 see wn quotation from Gate; Link v. p. 44, 47· viz. een Tv. chap. vl. 5 p· — 370. 
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does his Subifiian to-it wie pr 4 ind” This * can by 

1 Suben be proved ; For nothing can 2 it but 

perſonal Gut. The patient Reſignation. of the Socke his nothing — 

to dowith the Sentence of the dage. The WHO" | eren — — 0 

bim is, only'w ther the Culprit be gui/ty 5. 5 
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Dr. Sam el Clarke bse Thovg h to one ah innocent Pet ſon TY 
inſtead of the guilty, 1 is evidently unjuſt; yet co permit an innocent 
Petſon to take it ſthat is, puniſbmeni] upon himſelf, is by no meatis ſo. 
2 By. ay cet ſays; that a Perſon, no withſtabding his inne- 
ge e „ by an act of His own to undety6/Punith- 

med 8 ot that, ee Dr. Cards, God on ly mits Chriſt to 
for; ** according to Bp. Stillin gert, Qriſt obliges: * bimelf to 
ſuffer. Be it ſa; but where are We now ? ſe not the queſtion 
entirel altered? If this be the truth, it is not God who puniſhes - 
Chrift, vine Chrift who puniſhes himſelf by by God's pertaiſfion: And then, 
where is the neceſſity of God's $- Vine isg his Hendur to the Wold; 5 
it he only permits it to be vindiested? On the other Hand; how 
can it be faid, that God has the Power to forgive; if the Forgivebeſs 


depends upon the Will of au other Perſon?” This Suppofition' | 
deſtroys 955 his abſolute' and ordinate Power i: for; as John Fox tells 
us, in his Sermon at Paul's Croſs x; ,” « Cauſe for Chri to die, there 


was not; as his Life was innocent, 1⁰ there was no Lawto condemn 
him. No neither his Father, falving his juſtice, could lawfully! 
inforce him; only his own good will, and obedience to his Fathers . 
will; and none other.” But "Joes the Seripture ever uſe eg 
Language? did God only permit Chriſt to come into the world and 
die; or did he come, becauſe the Father ent him 2 
As to wWhat Dr. Clarke ſuppoſes, that fx rift miphr take the punif h. 
ment upon "himſelf; If he means, that Chrift: old eonfider it as a 
puniſhment; it is itnpoſſible: : for he knew himſelf to be immocent; 
Er. that the puniſhi og the innocent would be an abomination, in the | 
fight of God; becaute unjuſt, Why then will not the Chr; Mians clear 


1 jemſelves of theſe difficulties, by wee cloſe t to de words of « 


| Sermons, Vol. viii. P. 373. 8 Vol. 5 exxxvii. fe 142. folio. 
ere - 4 * Pag. 4g · 4 4 
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ban nd nb re be laid to 75 
the ſame Afflicti . 
in boch caſes: And yet he may be {aid to have ranſomed him, 1 Es 
have factificed his lite for N ande to have redeemed him by 11 
bleu 3 (if he died in the cauſe; j whether the perſon, or whoſe 
heifuffered; vas innacent or guilty:) but he cannot be Aa ce b 
Med for him; becauſe Puniſhment : uPP poſes Guilt in the perſot 
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who ſuffers. Nay, though he ſhould judge himſelf. * 
which he muſt do, if he dee e to ſuffer as a Puniſhimen {® i _ 
palled a falle judgement upon himſelf: 


| truth would be, that he had fle uc = 
which would give. no. right, ts any one to puniſh him, who 197 c 8 
| his Innocence. In ſhort, it is inpoſlible that Chry/ ſhould conſidet 

himſelf as guiliy : and conſequently impoſſible for Bim to Love 3 7 
his Suferings to be a Puniſoment; [and it is p 
becaule he luffered with a Reward 1 in view; wh uch! is inconfiſtene wil T : 
road 1 2 e was. without Spot, at the very tims hi 
fuftored Death. (3 20 Wart n 05 pak 4 * ; . a 
It is worth while to o ſerve; 12 how this Doctrine of is punithin WH 
Chr for our Sins, hath been altered: and ſoftened, and iven-up, , 5.” 
inch by inch. T he learned Fheaph » ſpeaking of God's abſolute” £4 f. 
; Joſtie lian, | dy this gf uſtice and. Dominion, God can in lick V 

the greateſt Torments,. even of Hell itſelf, on the moſt nubert 8 
Creature; and he quotes Suarez, ſaying . we muſt allow that 
as ſupreme Lord, can infſiò on an innocent Man all that evil that is 
in the Torments of Hell: and Gale adds; that C dę fa 
inflict the higheſt Torments on an inngcent, pure, 1 
even the human Nature of his on Son; it is mo! 


of the Gentiles; Patt IV. p. 368. 25 e teh , * 15 . 
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Bp. $11/lingfleet ſoſteus the matter, and fas; Not vichſtandin | 
| Innocency, a perſon may obige himſelf, by ſome act of his 55 3 ä 
to undergo that Puniſhment, which. otherwiſe 8 did not 2 
which Puniſhment in thatica a Wi be juſt a 
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Be petfon'to rike it upon Surv ns means. | | 
y, Mr. James Fofter,- after all Thel 


ein e 


Opinions had 755 


et and tonnd wanting, exprefles the ſame: Doctrine with 


Jabn Fox; I muſt own, I eannot ſee how. it could be unjuſt or 
tyranical ; 4 to propoſe- eyen to an innocent. Perſou! to er with 
his own free conſent; in order to promote ſo great a good: eſ- 
pec cially ; if we uppoſe, what the Chriſtian Revelation! expreſſiy 
Eokes in the. prefent rut that he would be gloriouſly aud ampiy 
rewarded: for 1 4 . e ee ee 0172 
If i It be faid, that this is ar a. | diſpote about. Words: Layfyer, 
it is 4 dif ute of the ut! mot Conſequence! to be reciſely under. 
ſtood in ihe true 22 10 Af We allow the Sufferiugs of C 
to have noe "a Puniſhment; e muſt allow, khat. in puniſhing 
him, the ſupreme Being acted an unjuſt: part: aud, as long! 28 it 
is mainteined to be a Chr Niian Doctrine, Wwe cu never ep pect that 
either Few, Mahometan, or Deift; will be converted Ru 5 
But this is not the only iinſtaice; in vſhich alteritig the, Mandsef 
the Scripture hatlr obſtructed the progreſs of:Chrybianay, mid (cog 
92. There are ſome Chiſtiant; who, in order to ſhew.the Juice 
of God in the puniſhmenr of Chriſt for our Sius; and aur: Forgive- 
neſs by bis Righteouſueſs; have invented a Notion, they pretend to 
find in Fob New Teſtament; which, if true, mult Heſtroꝝ all our 
Keaſdning upon the natüte of God's Juſtice s and all dun Hgpag in 
the practice of Virtue: an that is, the doctrine of of imputed Sin; 
. and impated Ri | gg ode by which they Aeg dd, that, on the 
one hand, Our Sins are all imputed to Cbriſ; and He is puniſhed for 
them: and His Righteouſn (s is imputed to Us, and we are re- 
warded for it. But we may be as ſurey as we are. of our own. exiſtence ; 
that a righteous. and juſt: God will neither mute Righteouſneſs, 
where it is not; nor over-look it, where it is: “ for by. that juſti-, 
fieth the Wicked, and he that condemneth the Juſt, even hen bath 
are an Abomination to the Lord.“ 
The Scripture, Phraſe of inputing Ri hteou ſnefs, in the Aue 
-  Setiſe of it, as given us b y.the Apoſtle of the Genes, means neither 
more nor leſs than the We s of Sin. He tells us; David de- 


&ribeth the Man to w pate Righteouſneſs without 


m Fofter againſt Tindall, 334. 1 Pet xvii. 1 5. 


Works 


| Wills s caying; egen bed ey whoſe Iniquities are fatgi ven z and} 


| lh not 


tory to the Attributes 


to Chriſtianity: and therefore it is but juſt, that the Chri4ians ſhould 
bear tl cit part in the accuſation; as well as We: and we may ſafelß 


LB * 1 E R vn. 


whioſe Sins ars covered: Bleſſed is the Man, to whom the Lord. 
1 Sin Where we Te, that imputing Righteouſneſs. 
equivalent to the forgiving Iniquities; * covering of Sin, and 


tb imp ng of Sin: in which ſenſe; the Doctrine is very plane and 
intèlli ; and the Figure of ſpeech very natural, For as He, 


that takes away an Kron io: the Sight, is ſaid to give gight; 15 
atid He, that takes away an obſtruction to our Health, is ſaid to give 
Health; So He, that takes away Sin, which is an obſtruction to 
our Righteouſneſs; is ſaid to give or impute Righteouſneſs: and it 
is - this uf that ar is en The Loe our Righteouſ- * 
neſs. Sag $4 | 
© 84% ib i be den aſked; "ny Ant Ground the « Chrifians have. ; 
founded the ſtrange Opinion of vicarious . Puniſhment ; ſo deroga- 
f God, and ſo contrary to the whole Tenor of 
% It muſt be reply d; they have founded it upon gura- 
Expre 5 taken iter ally; and upon Texts of Scripture, writ- 
ech. EE . intended to be underſtood. agreably. to their lau- 
Leto tne r ious” cerimonies'; and then interpreted . 
de Cuſter [ane Cerhndnies of the Heathen Philolophers, w 
ad iſhed Pagauiſin and become Chriftians. = 
riflians tell us of the many mixtures and additions, which 


\ 


Phi Hath thrown into his works; out of a vain; and eager defire, 


which' is alſo obſervable in Foſephus, to adapt the Fewyb Laws _ 


Theology to_the Taſte of the reigning Philoſogl y of the Gemtites .. 1 
of tlieir Times ꝛ. The obſervation is juſt.: but this vain and eager 


deſire has riot been à failing peculiar to the Fes; but mon to 


all Nations. Dr. Henry More, and more lately Dr. Middleton, — 1 
ſhewh it in d cuſtoms and cerimonies = the Romih Church,; 
whith: appear to be old Heathen, Rites new- vamped and adapt — 74 
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have beſtowed upon Fo/ephuys 


n them the | complement they 


and Phils with Intereſt ; by making repriſals upon Origem, Glen. 


Alenand. and almoſt all their primitive Writers. For, when. the 


Heathen Philoſophers among which werf many of the followers 


of Plato, did in great numbers receive the Chriftian Religion; an 
very 1 of them knew Og thing of the Idiom. and Genius of. the 
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= : : Fu. i. z. ; | 1 OY" BY 1. 41 g : | * | 
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A ets | hey 
alſe ſeth te have been ay cats * to 9 Af 
fgures, also ons, doctrines, and cerimonies, of the old Teſta- 
ment, : and particularly their Sacrifices, accofding t the notions 
which: they. had imbibed among the: Meat hem before their con- 
veron : ſometimes explaning the Chry//tan- dechrine by che Fla 
cnc Philoſophy; ſometimes: carrying the alluſions, fact ther. tha 
vas intended by the Writers; ſometimes giving. their mne 
a ſenſe entirely Heatheniſh'; and thereby introdocing a language 
ivto the Chriſtian Church, which the genuine 1yte; of Judaiſn. 
Wa a Stranger tO. And among theſe vais and (6486 * AFGOMMMQ- i 
dations of Judaiſm to Gentthjm, was W 80 at firſt the notion, 
of vicarious Panifbments: for Judaiſm: kyow$icne- fuch; daftriz 16. 
and'if it was not the ſenſe of eſtamoox, i nu ver dalle 
ſenſe of the newßð· then % ee gp 
. The dofirine; en vre 1 ** the Goſpels and Epiſtles, is 
this: that the Bloud of Cbriſt was ſhed rox many , for Wes . 
miſſ fon of Sins; or, as it is expreſſed in other Words, 1 
of Man came to give his Life a ranſom” von many 85 0 
expreſſes the ſame Doctrine variouſly.- He gave himſelf . rag 
For all.. He ends 'himſelf ror: us, that he mi ht redeem 
from all Iniquity ©. He was delivered Fox our Olfenſes . God 
gave him up rok us all v. He died rox our Sins according to the 
Scriptures . He gave oy Life FOR the \Sheeps: e our Faſſoen 
was ſacriſiced vox us. * e 

All theſe Fexts are manifeſtly. inch to N the: ſame. 
Doctrine. And the firſt queſtion, in order to explane the Se Senſe, of 
it, ſeems to be this; in what ſenſe theſe things were done rox us; 
„whether in our Stead, or on our Account, and for our Advaptage, | 
The Engliſh word Ton. ys the Greek words gen. 888 . 9 N Gar 
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Mir. Barclay, juſt quoted, argues thus unanſwerably *. In every 
1 nation, he that feareth God and worketh' Righteouſneſs, is accepted: 
but many of the Heathens feared God, and worked ry, pe Run 
therefore many of the Heathens are accepted. n 
The Minor he proves, from the 4 of Cornelius; and farther 
thus. He, that doth the things conteined in the Law; feareth God, 
and worketh Righteouſneſs: but the Heathens did the things Con- 
teined in the Law: therefore they feared God, and worked 
Ki: ghteouſneſs.— Again; ; he argues, from the 13-h verſe; ; without. 
addin ng a word of his own, as he obſerves. The dvers of the Law 
ſhall bejuſtified : but the Gentiles h the things conteined in the 
Law; ; therefore the Gentiles ſhall be juſtified.” = 
But to all theſe declarations of Chrift and his Apottles; it is 
| objected by ſome; that our Salvation, or the terms of our Acceptance, 
do not depend upon our Actions; but upon our Faith: and, to prove 
this, they quote the following Text He, that believetbh and 
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 -Tſhall rc prove, from the reaſon And Uzrure of the thing, hat 
this Concluſion muſt, be falſe ; and then ſhew, that the Text here 
quoted, does not relate to a future Judgement ; but to the admiſſion 
. of the Chriſtias Converts in, the Church of Chrif on Karten. 
And firſt 1 argue; that, if Adam had not ſinned, eternal Life 
would have been the reward of his Righteouſneſs ; for Death entered 
by Sin, and without Sin there would have been no ſuch thitig; and no 
other Faith would have been neceflary, but a belief in God; and 
. the belief in Ch ii became neceſſary, not as a End ; but à Means to 
. {bring us back to the practice of Righteouſneſs, upon which eternal 
Life was at firſt promiſed to Adam: And therefore, as the End is 
ſuperior to the Means, ſo Righteouſneſs or Obedience is ſuperiot to 
Fanh in Chi. And, accordingly, though Righteonſheſs, withoyr 
Faith in Christ, had the promiſe of eternal Life atinexed to it; as in the 
.inſtance of Adam yet Faith, without Righteouſheſs, can frave no fuch 
Privilege; becauſe at the end of the world the Son of Man fhall fend 
forth his Angels, and ſhall gather out of His Kingdom all Scandats, 
aud them which do iniquity ; and ſfiall caſt them ihto'a furnace of 
Fire: Matt. xili. 41, 42. a this if be the fate of ſome; whole 
Faith was ſo great, as not only to admit them into tie C Brian 
Church; but to work Miracles in the name of ak 4 and he ſhaſl 
ſayß depart from me, all ye workers of Iniquity. In all ſuch, their 
Farb will be ſo far from ſaving them a; that it will aggravate their 
-comderanations-becauſe they knew their Maſter's will and dig it not. 
I it be urged, that Abraham was ſaved by Paith; St. Jumer has 
given the anſwer, that by Works was his Faith made perfect :; 
and that which makes perfect is of a ſuperior quality: fo that 
Righteouſneſs is ſuperior to Faith, as Holineſs to the Lord was 
ſuperior: to Sacrifice, and made-up for the defects of it”, The Faith 
of Abraham conſiſted not merely in believing God, but in 139 
Po 


o 0 * 
— 


ing him; as appears from the ſeveral inſtances which the A 

gives of it, when he deſcribes it as moſt highly meritorious, ' « By 
Faith Abrabam, when he was called to go into a place which he 
ſhould hereafter receive for an inheritance, obey'd * —by Faith he 


When the Word Salvation in the new Teſtament means no more than an Entrance into the 

_ : Chriſtian Church, nothing more is neceſſary to it than Faith: but when Salvation means eternal 
Life, Faith is never ſpoken-of in the Scriptures as ſufficient ; but the Obedience of Faith: as in 
Nom. xvi. 26. See Taylor on the Romans, P» 97. 0 ; ; 2 | — 
m. il. 22. | 3 Exod. xxvili. 36. ' Heb. xi. 8. 9. . 

| | 3 ſojourned 
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| TIRE in chelagd of Fe by F aith, when he was tried, * 
offered up 1 Iſaac :. and therefore St. James fiys, he was 
Jaſtiſed 1 e and St. Paul, argument comes to the ſame 
Concluſion at laſt ; for he tells ue, that his Path was counted to 
him for eee of5 *; which is a plane conceſſion, that it was 
his! Rig rap 1271 "a at was rewarded; and that ' Righteouſneſs is 
ſuperior to Faith. For, if it were not 10, the accounting his Faith. 
or Righteouſneſs, would not have been 4 Pavour to him ; but an 
| Jury. (20346 3156 48 17.6 
4; the Textbeyrged, , hich — che hult wall five by Falch N 
the anſwer is, that 1. is a fa ſe 1 ranflation; and it ſhould have "veg . 
Aus, b F wb. ſhall live. The. Context thews this to be the 
vente: of: it being it, thus connected The Juſt by Faith ſhalt live; for 
the; v rath of, God. 707 eveled from Heaven again Arche sd 
unrighteouſneſs o Men, who hold the Truth [that is, the truo 
Ear] in unrighteouſnefs. Here we find; that thoſe, who are juſt by 
Faith, ot bee Laith prevales on them to be bang ſhall live: but, 
om she othe t hand, thoſe who, hol the true without that in- 


fluence upon their ondud ſhal ſuffer the with: 4 — ee 
_ roveled againſt all 1. \ hit. wh a plane ment; and, ly 
to this ſenſe of it, the Apoſt e gives us a large Catalogue & oy as . 


bad e rightequs by their Faith. And 17 the Text is inter- 
prot by C gh Romants * 25 5 but, in the Engliſh t tranflation, this ſenſe - 
of the words s loſt. $\.4 
But, Nv: reward the Faith of Abraham e by being | 
2ecounted to him for Righteouſneſs, which it bröug e th it Was 
certainly no belief in any thing that was reveled by Chriſt, but a 
belief and obedience to God: And this was the Faith of the virtuous 
Heathens, and produced the ſame Effect; that i is, Obedience. The be- 
lief of a God — the evidence. of h is Works, 'was the Faith ofthe - 
wiſer Heathens; and this, together Wine belief of the particular Ne- 
velation which he received from God, was the Faith of Abrabamz and 
the belief of the Chriſtian Revelation is the Faith of a Chrifiau. Each - 
| of n believe all that can 355 e from W = the I - 


: eo, 6 U bid d 2 ird * Gali bY _ 1555 x. * Heb. ii. 4. ; 1 
. | Ad Core. Ox. Ed. 1669. p. 15 Tiv0g xg * _ "Abad; a wee 
he d wickug caien e 


136 


thus Clad has m 
can fon in . 


that: believerh « on n Me, Et bo not on . 8 dür on 17 ks This 7 
: which it is certain Chrif would not Have ſaid, if Faith in Him 
* bad: phe more meritorious. than Faith in God. And to the ſame 
| purpoſe he ſays; verily, verily, I ſay utito you; he that/heateth: 
„ my word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting· Life; 
| | and ſhall not come into Condemnation, but hath paſſed from Death 
-unto Life*; where again we ſee, that Faith i in God 16 ſpoken-of, as 
having the ſame effect with Faith in Gbr. Aud in, this Faith 
or Belief in God, there. were n many. of "the Viftugus Hearhens 
who were by e e * thalt- ouly mention the Faith 
of Socrates. en + OB eke 10 est Rike 
= 5 „ This 1s that Socrates, . 4dr leu Bibel, of hom n tf 1 ng | 
1 can be ſufficiently; ſaid for, 15 777 WhO, 48 is manifeſt, was 
7 WY the wiſeſt of all ti Greeks; and care neareſt to the Cie, Wiſdom, 
. le was a man temperate, chaſte, juſt, modeſt + patienr" or! 4 guties | 
not-greedy of riches, pleaſures, 15 "id of glory.” Kar yr. 
does not ſcruple to call him a Chriftian; ſaying, all fork A live 
: according to the divine word in them, which Was in all men, 
'(Fo. i. 9. ? were Chri oy duch as Socrates, and F raclinu, and others 
Kang the Greet. hi NOW. 9001 10 
n Who, Was . an excellent lag, bath ven us this 
. account of the Faith of Socrates ; he believed, tit the Providence of 
1 God extended over all things; and directed every thing, as he 
pleaſed : and that it is our i to worſhip him; and the 'moſt 
acceptable Worſhip that can be paid to him is an Obedience to his 
commands: and that he, who Wies with all his p Ower to pleaſe _ 
him, . hath. good. reaſon, to take courage; and expect the greateſt 
bleſſings from him . This F aith agrees entire with the de- 
ſcription which St. Paul hath given us, of that Faith which is 
neceſſary to pleaſe God. Without Faith, ſays he, it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God; for he, that cometh unto God, muſt believe that he 
is; and that he is a rewarder of f them that Giligently RF h him 2 


0. Xii. 44. Jo. v. 24. „ * de Civ: Dei; Liu vii. c. 2. 
Lewoph, Mem. 1. 4. * 38, . 4 3. 16. f . 17 2 Heb. xi. 6. 
—S © 


ww — HE TONE th TY Solide Rucker * 
not 'of as getat merit, as Faith in Wollche Bt ir ramains, that tho 
[Rightconfark Cf werfe, hich nradhgbom Vainln in Gad, will be 


As highly rewarded; as the ſame degree ofRighteoùſueſa, which ariſes 
from Faith in C. Moſt certainly it (can bens ge 


it thouſdwbtein- a leſs reward merely chati füt teined od ab 7 * 
perfection, under grouter ditfigulties and. diſadvantages. | 
Mr. Chilis wo b ilargues, antotions. Ef, without bbenetß et 
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Gude, und that be in a H rem that Jeek him; God will not 


Þe'pleaſed ; then his Will is, hat we: ſhould believe it: new, it is 
_ -pottible; that they,who dever heard of Cb % mayiſoek God.: there- 
Lobe iris true; that even theyihall pleaſohim,and be rewarded by him. 
Aud however Ar Chillin a eee eee. 
to ſudliz as are ght 4 Faith afterwasds lit equally -cobthides 
-forthoſe, who. never heard, of CUbriſl. Aud it is equally abſurd 20 
24 imagige; becauſs the Heathens are iſpokent of in grnerul, as at 
„Wit God; that 'therefore: over y ini Indi 
ens, AKemopboti, Mureils Abenden Re. muſt have ibwen at e 
Wh im; as to inapiae, euer: ind 
| Ohe a 60 e 


People: 
There remains to allo coiled che Tex; which 6. 


„Jootoll, un 


the 8 he a gad — eber Marks ie, 


woche Kae che Oh rj — the Grifiat 
. after Chyift's aſcerifion ; upan · che fame: Ferm as he admitted his, 
hinted. bg was now ſeawing' this World; and giving Gom- 
Inlſſion t his Diſeiples hat to. Jo aſterchis departure From them. 
An whieli Commiſſion we find bre gives Them the lame powers, which 


manner. He tells them to go into all the world, and 
: Coho 


edle Beds and he hat bo lieveth not: hall be damned, 
Nowe tlie fliſt part & this'Text ſhe: that believeth :and/is :bapyized 
hal be faved] | anſwers directly to the declaration of W N to 


5 bee. ch. Hts he. 73. | - Cc pI . * i . 


reaſan, why » 


with reſpet 


dual, uch as Socrates, Hera- 


dandutamquyg the Jews am 
fe! they Aare Kalled enen 4 mah 


Ae Himſelfchad exerciſed; :andorders chem 0 uſe thbm ia the ſame 


preach the 
to every Oreature; and adds, the that believerh and is 


. Chriſt had often made: a 
dim; that they ſhould die in their Sins. Thus the Evongehft recitas - 
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all ſuch as believed in him, (upon this receiying him. as the © Mefſabyy 
when, upon their Converſian,.. their Sius were immediately forgiven. 
them!: and to the very deſign of the Goſpel; which 5 was to recon- 

cile the World to God, by declaring his goed-will to men in wee 

their Iniquities. (Ro. iii. 2 5, And it was equivalent to. the expreſſion 
uſed by Chriſt to a certain woman that believed on hin: anf at other 
times; thy Faith hath ſaved thee ; go in Peace k. And the latter 
part of the verſe; ſhe, that. believeth: not ſhall be damned; that is, 
condemned or accountable for his Sins z) anſwers tathe denunciation, 


againiſt thoſe who. would: not receive 


the words of Chris: to Nicademus:- He that belicveth on him, (the: 
ſon of God) is not condemned; (o ish hut he that believeth not,.. 
is condemned already; becauſe he hath, not believed in the name of + 


the only begotten Gm af, God i. And what this Damnation, or Con- 


demnation, was; we ſee Job viii. 24- Haid therefore unto you, ye ſhall: 
die in your Sins: and:this is the only. ſenſe.the words are capable 0k. - 
* confiſtentwith the Conteat, with the Subject that Ci was ſpea ing to; . 
and with the other parts of the Goſpel. Andtheſame ſeema to be the ſenſe 
of thoſe other Texts, which have made ſo much noiſe and diſturbance 
in the Chriſtian Church; « whoſe Sins ye remit, they are remitted ; and 
whoſe Sins ye cetein, they are reteined v: and again © Lwill give unto... 


thee the Keys of tha Kingdom of Heaven,” ſays Chniftto Heier and 


-whatſoever / thou ſbalt: bind on Earth, ſhall be bound; in Heayen; : 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe: — th ſhall be looſed in Heaven.” 
All theſe Tents relate to the fame: paint and purpoſo; viz. to declane 
that, upon the firſt, receiving the Chriftian: Religion, Chrif, and: 
'afterwards'the Apoſtles in his name, forgaye thoſe that believed, and 
„were baptized; and what was then done here, would be confirmed in 
e but they have no relation at all to their acquittal or con- 
demnation at the day of Judgement zrat Which time, eyery man 
will be judged wecnrding: to his. Works; and according to what. he 

hath received. oy 


553. But here it has been argued, by ile enemies of Rey clations 


(feb is the perverſeneſs of Mankind ) that, if every man will be 
2 vg be ie: hath received A then. ROI 8 men 0 be. 5 
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equally. 


te „ God Jogs-as Well as he eau or is 


with orwithous a b a urbia but 15 — 


9-0 try reg terror ed him: 
hence, to prove; that an other, 
ortuaities, ang has by the proper 
eee e Works, and has ac- 
God moe punctually and Dare ; will 
Keward, and receive accordi 
th i9:wdra Bad the caſes, <alkihe. WII ings 
ab _—_ ts, ;all; the Jnſtructiggg that have bee: 
oyer zz ers of Religion and Morality 3 would 
ehen pe . noſe?! Nays che caſe would 
Feier with the moſt Rigo am Savages : than the moſt enlightan 4 
ane: forthe, latter would, be liable to, ſeovęfer puniſhment, if 
| Qed. iht duties 5.1919; yot-onticled ton greater a rewards 
| performed them. But the; Truths; far; chef; Hol. 
- thok 4 Sindecity: recommends all wen tothe faxagnot God, 
their Abilities. and;:Lalefits be: mare Or, leſs ; yet it hy h 
Kants a Variety of, Statians aut Rewards: becgafe mee ſha he judged 
o L Works, ;pr, W 4 UD e. haye made f our Aur - 
int Ii pr Dade e 
ate e ah bs che Een; 
gart A eee od Proyidence of God, an 
re.of moral Rectitade, and moral bligagan;, whirh.gives lie 
_ add attinity to chat very: Sit pan eo broke bo 
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- Diexities, n/a <> 6 tithe: oath... Abe iet 
Ad 3 1 Fd Jot of - pious men's 
| enrol ig was" Tlie: 


. ſign of . When a Feta 450 
| Ten dib know;that — — follows fonkdb ETON becaule. yo. 
man had merited it: ande tlieir notion of his. Kvouneſs Was! very” 

_- qonfufed? Mherbas in the Chyfliag gr Pane Fs ben en 

o flate anch kingdom was the ou gimal; deo „Nen qhe eréated » 
us; and that he hath entered 7 feſus . Md be the Lord and 

King of ir inaviich the aft rente bi incers follewters With 

"We And (he ppinefs. TE ge of theſe things bark, cn 

nedtedeur Dy e e thing o much wanted amgug 

l As, * pivelifblandiencrfgy! $a their gittuoes Principles: 

r cb KEfarrectinh toi, che. aſt powerful of 
ous Pratt iſe z the bare Hope of Wach among 

them depended entirely; upon undertain coualuſions rem more m- 

/ eqttaity-premiſes h is benome amdng the (Arif ian an uadoubtcd 

wle ae, bonded-on an Aug and conſequently, dere. 
© Aathezapptohenution” Heat men I auI n the grand and, ynjyaylal. 

0 Notte 1 Rdllipions © Gondoc- 15 that; ahough God inkzed ac. the 

former times af Ignorance; Jet, when he revaled to the Heathens, 

that he had appointed a in which he urid judge the world in 


| rightcouſnd6l;/rhe/ an dee fung time pe ben Nöth 2 gleprer, 


es than! _ Had: fas; and irn 
— —— without Hmotiontherdy ing * 3 oke. the. . 
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eee abe of ht kkenkn ns pon "Ul Wi -4;Lhaye; great 


_ Kqpe 5g ray 8 hes that- iris! better We me, to be condemned to dię: For. 


prives us Thought, or lit isithe paſſagę to an 
: htp f itaber merely a patio of Bene, like a, hn, 
7: deen then. DE b is Gairla-for how. fe Days are 
© preferjbleio. fach a Night bur! e b into the gegions 
dd an e | 


Nel here . juſtly; hawdelight-⸗ 
„Hill is $ehought of ſorh a burner Whata Hleaſurg to mig Mith 
oe y Sure would ge Awowgh, many) Deaths, to £x-- 
ie Prjth) Hove noble and generüusfate theſe.ſentirgents!. 
it ers. Paid eunfideraitherfaras Salter, with. what. Miel 
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leſt appearance of doubt to caft.a nde upän any 


new Covenant. Heb, amd , e e ene of edt Une ti 
88. But, in * 


fotmed two -of their i m 


0 eg n ? how could thoſe: be X 


VI. 


wer 40 Uör view, Vitbenw abe 
part of it, the 
enlivening Proſpect of Glory atid Honqir und Immortality within 
our Reach? We are come; ſays he, to the City: of the lira God, 
the heavenly Jer falem; and to aii intimer 20m Angels; 
to the general ſembly and Church ofinhe: firſt- bora, which are 
enrolled in Heaven ; and to Gd, the Judge of all; and to the Spi- 


rits of juſt men raads Peres; [and to, g, the Mediator: ag dhe 


Scene open; and 


. Majeſty does F 


anfiver to all that can be faill in favour ofiChrifiavity, 
- -as- deſigned; and calculated to improve Mankind; the Deiſts have 
oft capital :QtjeRions. / 16-Gdd;, fajs- vor 
Was always N that all ee ent be. ſayed;' and L Ghrift eaty 
Into the World, to reforin it früm its Errors, and inttodubef 
tue and Ri; ighteouſneſs; hows! tomes f 8 pais, that: ſuch 
"Reformarion made; hut the Chr;fiur: ate as badi as other nien Or, 
- if it be ſaid, that Chf ured ſuch an $150 aq 14 


n:1y:has: produce 
effect; then; Why was not the ( briſfian Revelation ven 
why has: it made ſo little rr graft in me world v - 
eeformed and ſavedi t 8. 0 
never heard of him? t eee = 531 1 01 

1. If ri came into! he. world. to' reform af introduce 
„ Viius and Righteoufneſs; 3: this; they allow. would have been: a 
noble Scheme indeed: but where, ſaytbey pixitheve-any, appeqrance 
of ſuch an extraordinary. effect upon the conduct of; the Chry 


ow 


_ 


e don't ſee,” that they are bectefz ald other Men. Whs — 
then hath the dea th of C if done ; if 'th& World is no. better chan 
it was before? b. r 4157 5854 56 21 11 3 6 613+ 2 £ 1 © Mt. 887 04 | 


I ſhall not fray: here to examine; whether his be à true r a 
falſe repreſentation of the Hut; but only oblerve thatz the 
World i is not improved by the Ciuifttan Revelation, it, is entirely 
owen to their not obſerving: its! Precepts z and, chat Alle arguments 
againſt Revelation, founded upon the ſuppoſition. that it ag de- 
 ligned to make men” virtuous; and hath not done ſos and, there- 

fore, could not come from God; may be as Mrongly urged 
_ Againſt Reaſon, as againſt! Revelation :- and, conſequentiy, they are 
not the proper Objections of a Dei; but of an A beh. However, let 

#he Object ion come from the one or the other, it 1 enen weak 

and 


ws 'E 7 T E R vn. — 
and dane "* Gag Alkaighty. 8 e to Men, as to rational þ 


Beings and mor Agents; capable of receiving aud making a 
Proper 25 01 this, as well as all his other bleſſings; ; but, if they 
will not make uſe of them to the. purpoſe for which he deſigned, 

; them: and to which, their own | underſtandin was able to have di- 
d them; what Can, be more trifling ph to. urge this as a 


P that God did not ſend. them ſuch bleflings; ;; or that he did, 
not ſend them to ſuch ends and uſes. Has a man no Eyes, or no 


| Underſtanding ; ; whenever he refuſes to make uſeof them: | 
The Aſſertion, that God was always willing that all Men ſhould 
be layed, and that all. Men ſhould come to. the knowledge of the 
Truth, &c; if taken in an abſolute ſenſe; as as if God was willing: 
that all Men ſhould be ſaved, whether. they ita obey his com 
mands or not; and that all Men ſhould come to the knowledge of 


the Truth, whether they would receive his inſtruction or not; is a kel 


repreſentation of things. God never deſigned that any ſhould be 
ſaved, or eome to the knowledge of the Truth; but thoſe, Who 
would, uſe. the proper means to. that end, when be had put it iuto 
their power. Again; Where does. the Deiſt find in Seripture, in 
what degree Chrif Was, at his, firſt coming, to make a Reforma- 
tion. of Mankind; 3 or how far 1 it was to extend, in any given time; 
that: he ſhould. pretend to avail himſelf of ſuch knowledge, and 
concludè that the End, of. his coming into tlie world has not been 
fulfilled? God, no dou Jeſigned his Prophecies concerning the. 
Perſon,; and. Character of the Mgſiab, to be the ground of our 
Faith in him, when he ſhould come; and yet, when-he was now ſoon: 
appear, what ſays the Prophet Iſaiab? Who hath believed our 
Be port And, in like manner, though Chrift” has reveled the 
will fl of God, and given the ſtrongeſt ] Rridence: to the divinity of 
bis Miſſion z et. the Seripture neyer gives us the leſt intimation, 
that, the. World hall, beſo. improved "by it, as to be ready to receive 
Him, at his, ſecond. appearance: on the contrary, Chrif himſelf 
. queſtions, whether, when the. ſon of Man cometh, he ſhall find 
Faith on the earth; the force of all this Evidence will, by, the 
careleſsneſs and | folly and. wickedneſs of, Men, be ſo far im- 


SO 4 et 3h 


C a Mime 82 of. Cori, conlidered” 1 
as ** ke hg t 
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' who fikcvrely „ee it; be che nümbet Pet er ſmall: bat" i 
; was. never deſi ned to reforth and mend thoſe, who would not re- 
Ceive it. And Chet himſelf has: taught us, by his Prophet; hom 
to reaſon properly upon this Subject, and not be diſeouraged at Ap 


pearaudes; when he laments the ill Sueceſs of his oy TROY: 
and then informs us of its haf 


py, Confo 
I have labouted in Vain; 1 tive Feat t eincn Sg 3 


in vain: yet, ſurely, my judgement is with the Lord; 
Work with my God. Fro now faith the Lord, that" for 
from the worttb to be his Servant, to bring Jacob again to hn, 
though 1/az! de not gathered, yet ſhall T be 1 in che eyes of 


55 the Lord; and ty God ſhall be ty frrerigth. . AR he: ſaid; it is 4 


Aiglit thing that thou ſhotffd'ſt Ver Servan 0 14 


of. Jacob, 15 to reſtore the pre 


ſ6-epthe \tribes 
pt ſerved of - 


uel; I will give 
for A light to the Wenner, chat thou tnayft ne my Salvation unto 


„the ends of 'the Earth. Kings Thall Te and ariſe, Princes alſo 
„mall wotthip,” &c. 4 aan re, | 
„ Bot 9 5 "Reformtripa'iftheworl the vnh — chend, | 
Tor which Chr came and died? anthd, chat might, for any thing 
that appears, fave been as Fit ſebmpleted by his fitting upon che 

. throne of David, and fnding With. his kiws to all the earth witn 
- Power and Kvittority:; as ke III probably do, it his ſecond coming 
to reſtore the Theocracy?: or does the neu! Teſtament teach us 
that a fingle Perſon will be ſayved Sy next Obedience We het 
he taught us? do far from it; that it l bs, dur Salvation de- 
pends upon the Rightecufnefs of COM; urid the POWer hr received, 


in reward of it, to diſp "Salvation 48 4 free Gift: For it i is 


penſe 
ili alone, that Bides everndl Life; dul on Rightevoſneſs on 


* fenders us fit objeQs of that free Gift. 1118 

The chf end- uf. Chrift 2 KTuntf facto got Degch Was: not, bee 
fore, id. immediately. for the ſuke Uf What he reveled:; a8 of hat 
he performed: not ſo much to'refortn The woftdby Whatihe then 


pteached, as to ia wor the Pro ; and thereb n 
felf thoſe powers, by which de betame à Prince and a Saviour; 
9 


and upon which the Accompfiffrent f ll he extr trabrdin 
+ Prophis cies of the happy hf barns 1 we ! nfl 


4M 
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to which' the \ Prophicy: ef Tfuiah juſt e particulaily relates, 
entirely depend: and there are millions of Souls, who will be 
brought to Happineſs by him, as a Prince and a Saviour; who never 
heard of him, as a Prophet; nor of any of his Revelations. And 
accordingly, ' Sir Taac Newton® clearly diſtinguiſhes between the 
things that were to be done at the firſt and ſecond Coming of Chryft. 
«Tn the firſt, he comes as a Prophet; in the ſecond, as a King: in 
the firſt, the Prophet was cofiſummated, and the moſt * 
anointed; in the ſecond, he comes to be a Prince and reign: | 
which may be added; in the firſt, he came to merit and gain the 5 
powers neceſſary to conſtitute him a Saviour; in the ſecond, he will 
come to exerciſe and employ thoſe Powers: and the latter character 
of a Prince and King, is the Reward of his actions as a Prophet. 
« And as the few and 'obſcure Prophecies concerning Chrift's firſt 
coming, were for ſetting-up' the Chr; NMian Religion, which all Na- 
tions have ſinee corrupted / ſo the many and clear Prophecies con- 
cerning the things to be done at his /etond' coming, - are not only 
for ptedicting, but alſo for effectiug, a Recovery of the long loft 
Truth; and: ſetting- up a Kingdom, wherein. dwelleth Righteouſ- 
neſs . And therefore, when the Dejfts inſult the Chriſtians with 
ſuch kind of queſtions; what benefit have the Death and Sufferings 
of CBriſt procured, adequate to the extraordinary Nature of ſuch an 
Event; if the World is not reformed by it? they are making Ob- 
jections upon a ſubject, which they are wholely unacquainted with: 
they expect thoſe things to be done: at his firſt coming in the Fleſh; 
which are to be brought about by the completion of the Prophe- 
cies not yet fulfilled, : which relate to his coming in the Clouds of 
Heaven; and thoſe: things to be completed by him, as a Prophet; 
which are to be aceompliſhed by him, as a Prince and King: nd, 
in conſidering the endiiand/defign of his firſt appearance in the 
ſtate of Humility- and Affliction, overlook the' powers which he 
then gained by his meritorious Death and Sufferings ; upon which 
the immediate Salvation of righteous men entirely depends. So 
little do they know of the Chriſtian Doctrines they oppoſe. + 
As to the ſecond Queſtion; ; Why was not the Chriſtum Revela- 
tion Siren JRun 2 why was it not ee ? and why: has it made 
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5 . 60 litele Progreſs. i in the world? and how; gan thoſe; be 7 N 

0 - h rift, who never heard of him? &c.—let the Deift gonfider; that | 
the Salvation of Men does not depend upon the Extent. of the „ 
* Lbriftian Revelation, nor upon the Succeſs of itz nor unben it 

8 en or where ; but upon the extent of Chr | 
WM Fa „ Which he. became £ mighty. to ſave. The \fedempiosn.18: an 
5 ough the 1 is nat: and the Salvauon will ext ; 
nw to all, that ſhall be fit. to receive it. The 5 N es 
_ came before Chr; „declared the Will of God; abd called men to 


- "3 Re . * * 
ö $ 
Ns en * 
* X 7 
5 


; 4 “ pentance, and the Practiſe of moral duties; as He did: and ſo did = 


=” * Philoſophers; Who were raiſed-up by God- to inſtruct Man- 

1 kind: but They were not Saviours'; for. they wanted power to 1 
= forgive and . The Characters, therefore, are: Sante different: + 
oo and, as the Prophets were not S@viours ; ſo we. ſee, by the f e 

1 pO9k the Revelation, that, if it had pleaſed God, the 2 iefhah might - 

1 - have been a Saviour ; without hob a Prophet. * qi had he never 
1 | given us any Laws, at all, nor ever appeared. in this World, nor re- 

=_ | veled any thing concerning himſelf to any part of Mankind; but we- ci 
3 -. ...M lived as intirely i ignorant of Hirn, as the eee! of yet X lad he 

I Fe. : manifeſted a hike Obedience to God in any other part of the Uni- 

7 verſe, and been thereupon rewarded, and exalted to be a Prince and 

©. 5 a Saviour of Mankind 5, our Salvation at the day of Judge 

= 55 might be accompliſh ſame, manner, as to the efficient cauſe,. 
FT as it will be now; that is, by the exęrciſe of thoſe powers which 
N be received, for that purpoſe, in reward of his Merits: aud the 
I : | ect of hs, Mediation m1 ght be uni vorſa | it is now. 9 * e #1 
_—_ | We might. indeed be. very much; alarmed ; if we ima ined the 
4 . Fee which ri brings, ſhould reach. no farther than is. © 
* ; Revelation does: which. was ſo many years: before. Ih: came, and: 

W- 5 Which all Nations have ſince corrupted, and Which. Bas made ſo. 

a Ulttle progreſs in the World for many ages, ſince the riſe of the 

— . grand Apoſtaſy. But as we are not ſaved, by. his. Revelation, as: | 
5 Prophet: but by: his Power, as 4 King; the caſe is very di erent: N 
5 . and it does not avail, at what Age of the world, or in what Part 

of it, he by his Obedience gained the power of raiſing the dead, TY 
forgiving 6n, and giving eternal Life; but ypon. his actualie employ 
7 | Went of that Power for our Salvation at the la day. So that 
in a reſtrained, Senſe aſe; as L obſerved) it be true, that God : 


\ ways willing, that all Men ſhould be faved'; yet a Rebela - 
tion at all times, and i in all places, was by no means neceſſary to. 
on 1 64 thoug] t Chr, Tow not come into the x 
et the Power of his Salvation, 
iis ens when he did come, will be ma- 
and nations, and all the families 
th him, and the promiſe made to 
A 2 FulGlled i in the e full extent of the words; though the Re- 
ven by God at ſundry times, and in diverſe manners, 
ever ſo much confined by the Perverſeneſs of mankind; or ever 
> much corrupted. And if the Deiſts in 7 7s Country would 
compate. their own happy ſtate, in regard to the many comforts 
N55 enj oy, ſuperior to the miſerable inhabitants of ſome ofher 
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rnake 4 rope. ele of fuk 


Corifions or over 5 reſt. of Mankin 
impartiality of Providen 
that it is in the power of the Chriftians to loſe 


elves fo a level wich other Men. God cannot ted to force 
ſſings vpon them; whether they will or no. And. 

The Cavſes, why Chriſtlanity has been loſt in ſeveral parts of 
the world where it was once corniveth; nnd not received in others, 
re it has been preached; are chiefly theſe two: firſt, the 
Corruption of its Doctrines; and N 885 the en of its 
% EE > Oi i 

I. The Corruption of its Dot 
to. the Chriftians, by the Emperor Jaller ne a _—_ years. 
the Council of Nice, in theſe Words; * Your adding to th; 
dead Man . 


den 


PIE" 


er 


 Advar ene 
8 being inconfiſtent With the 
'; it muſt ſurely be abſurd at che ſame: 


Advantages by their own neglect or wickedneſs : and ſo reduce them 


| t ancient 
gur, many new. dead Men, who can luthiciently abomi- 
| „ i nate?” 


Y 


-» 


Councils of - Epheſus and Chaltedon 3: which are 


viz. Chf and the Virgin 


ſame 


nate?” And again « if Chrs ns hat eres he ie cepts . 
. , Hebrews; . they would have worſhipped on God, inſtead i6f 
: and not a Man, or rather many unhappy Men. And he. 


ani them; that they adored the Wood of the Croſs; making fi figures 


And 1 in the 
wa called the Queer 

God; and fo decreed to! be, in the 
Teſts of Hereſy in. * 

England: Aud Cyril himſelf, who is ſaid to have preſided at the- 
Council of Eghelus;.m made no Scruple to call. Her 5 Complement 
or Supplement of the Holy Trinity; and the Collyridians worſhipped 
hen as God; and ſaid, there were two Gods beſides 4 | Father; 


o 


"Nadie le ter A dere n dt a/ vickiols W l. chene, that 
they aſſociated their Doctors and Monks with Almighty God in 
wt Worſhip: but he alſo accuſes them of corrupting the Doctrine. 


of it on their Foreheads, and before their Houſes 51 
days of Cyril we find, that the Virgin Mary w 
of ee and the Mother 


4 


of the Unity, the fundamental Artiele of all true Religion 3 b 


their notions of the. Trinityx. And it muſt be confeſſed that 8 
Chri ifians: have at leſt ſo far ohſeuret mel unfettled this great Truth, 0. 
by. the decrees of their Councils; that: many! of the Learned, both. 
ancient; and modern, have been. at a loſs to khow ; whether We | 
worſhip one Thing, or three; 25 1 geeljuar or Toile rely 7, For, in order 
to maintein the doctrine of the divine F &cundity, . as it was ſettled. 
at the Council of Nice; we are told, that God is not unicus; '(the* 
a God); but only anus (one God): that this Unity is of fo'tranſ-i 
ndental a nature, às not to come under Number; and that God 
is not one in Number, but only in. Nature Other Chr: iftians, on 
the other hand, declare; that God is one, both in Number, and 
in Nature; one numerical Subſtance, conſiſting of the F ather Son 
and Holy Ghoſt: Fo which Athanafius, ; and F 400 de re to be 4 
Sabelliani fm *. ». Others. ſay; that God is 


ret Sober, Jjomed: 
together. inſeparably by an Enperichorgſis; and that, if it was not 
for this Emgericborgſis, there would be three GT and that no > One of 


* Sir 2 "Non on the Prophecies, P. 208. | Ae $: 
. Four:Treatiſes, p. 174. Epiph, Her. 75: 7. Lib. i . Sales PIR p. 35. 8 . 
See Lett. I. p. 5. Lett. I. p. 32 Alix, Jew: Ch. 12 1. 168. nn e. 


$3.4 ” 341 «+ 


2 Raf, and 725 Marg. See Letter I. p. 9 9 "Theſe Writers mean'd to o ſe. the Sabel. 
tan Notion af one numerical fubſtance: by maintaining three numerical ſu ances =; che. 


generical Nature; as, three Men are ane in n Nuue, though three in W 
d > Lett, I. Note viii. p. 90. 
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nem is God. cs of * . tut! Gba, if this bs tie K 


eric horefte, there | 
of God, as Well 


"miſt follow vhavoidably ; ; that, without this Emp 
would be no God at all:) and thus the very Being 


as his Unity, is ſuppoſed to depend upon we know not what—molt- 
certainly Upon. what does not come under our Idea of neceſſary 
Exiſtence: and this, we are told by the Learned, was the doc- 
trine of the Nicene Council. But others. in direct oppoſition to 
this, declare; ; that every one of them is of himſelf both God and. 
Lord! : Which is condemned by Athanafi tis, Bull, Petavins, &c. 
as” being Polytheiſm. Athanaſius 
three Hypoftaſes, divided or ſeparate by themſelves; that we, may 
not comply with the Pagan Polytheiſm*; Aud ſome Df. 


vines have drawn the line of their? Orthodoxy ſo nicely, as to 


5 ö alert, that the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt are three; and every 


one 40 ;tinly God; and yet. deny that they are three, and every one 

4 diſtins G64 "Theſe different Notions were brought into 

& 6 hurch, at different Times; as the Sabelllan, Athanafian, or 
Peudo- Arvanafian Hereſies revaled ; and are all of them eſtabliſhed | 
lather, in ſome of the Chriſtian Churches; as if they were all or- 
dor, and conſiſtent with one another The , by the Council 
of I teran ©, and by the ſecond and fourth Articles agreed upon at 


for Trinity Sunday: the cond of them, by making the four 
general Councils the Teſts of Hereſy*: and the 7hird, 
Eſtudb- Athanafian Creed: for it ſeems to be a kind of Infatuation 


among the Chr: ifians, if it does not procede from mere Careleſsneſs; 


that there is not one of the Weſtern Churches, but what e 
to follow the Faith of Athanaſius; and yet they are every one of 
them condemned by him, (in their Principles, ) as Sabellians and 
 Polytheiſts —The Confuſion and Uncertainty of the Chriſtians” Faith- 
is no leſs; when they. aſſert, that there are two Perſons in the 
Godhead, oo. Equal and co- &terual with the Father; from whom they 
received their Exiſtence. For, if they mean by this, that oy 
are three conſcious Beings co-equal. and co- Eternal; they mu 

neceflarily. mean three God: and, if they mean one Supreme 
God; under three different Characters; they muſt allow, that'the 

© Lett. I. p. 32. 124. Ailan. Creed: 1 dee Cadeworth, P: 614+ - 


2 Beverege. See Leu. I. p. 119. Note xx. . | 
* e Comment, Vol. IV. p, 49- 50. Letter I. p. 32. 
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ir Paul Rica ns; When, ſpeaking of 
the Greeks and Turks in the Morea, he owns; that, if Education 
were the ſole motive and principle, Turciſin would ſooner take root 
than Chriſtianity; having opportunity equal, and in eaſineſs of things 
naturally to be believed the advantage before the myſteriqus doctrines 
of our Faith ®,” Again, he ſays; © the Turks do not decimate the 
'Chriſlian Children, as they uſed; becauſe ſo many of them turn 
Mahometans: and of other parts and nations ſuch numbers flock 
daily to the. profeſſion of J 9 80 ; that there is no need of this un- 
natural addition, to increaſe the power and kingdom of the Turk". 
And to what can this be owen; but to the Corruptions which were 
introduced into the Chriſian Church, by apoſtatiſing from the Word 
of God to the Commandments of Men!“ It is urged alſo as 
another Reaſon, why Mahometiſm has been preferred to Christi 
chat the Doctrines of the latter are of a more Spiritual nature, requiring 
greater Purity in our Practiſe: but-this argument can be of little or 
no force, when the Chriſtian Doctrines of R>Glutions and Indulgen- 
ces are taken into the queſtion. But I ſhall not Gur eg os any. 
farther what will be more fully conſidered in an other Work, 
It is certain Fact; that, while the Chriſtians were employed in 
perſecuting one another, becauſe they could not agree in their in- 
Auiries into the metaphyſical nature of Almighty God; and the 


s See the Definition of Maimonides, in Better I. p. 123. x 
-® Greek-and Armenian Churches, KS bid. p. 22. a 
Iolution 


mation of the above Difficulties, and many N of a own f 
vention, which had filled the Church with unintelligible and con- 
tradictory notions... the .Mabometans, by preaching-up the plane 
Poctrine of the Unity, as it was reveled by Moſes; [that God is One, 
and One only z] drew. over, merely by the force of this one plane: 
Truth, almoſt all Aa and Africa to the profeſſion of their Religion. 
I know, ſays the Author of Reflexions on Mabometiſim; wag it is 
commonly gad, the Religion of Mabomet was eſtabliſhed by force of 
Arms; and doing violence to peoples Conſciences. But this violence was- 
not ſuch, as is commonly repreſented *; and was not uſed, for the 
firſt twelye years; nor till after perſuaſion had gained him a ſtrong 
party to ſupport his pretenſions. Till that time he had propagated: 
bio Relip ion by fair means; ſo that the whole Succeſs of his enter- 
prize, hore his flight to Medina, mult be attributed, as Mr. Sale 
obſerves, to Perſuaſion; and not to Compulſion 1 agreably to what: 
he declares in the Koran, Let there be no Tales in Religion n; 
though he afterwards practiſed it, following the exemple of the: 
Chriftians ; who uſed the ſame method to propagate, not only the 
homionfian Doctrine; but alſo the N Apoſtolic Faith, which 
is generally miſrepreſented under the name of 4rian;/m; though 
| held in the Church long before Arius was born.—Beſides, we find; 
that ſome Tartarian Princes, inſtructed firſt by the Armenians, and. 
after wards by the Monks, embraced the Chr; * Religion; but in a 
very little time rejected it, and became Mahometans. And the King 
ol Macaſſar in the great Celebe Iſland, being inſtructed by the 
Monks and Doctors of the Mabometan Law, preferred Mabometiſin 
to the Romiſh Religion . And, in 1246, Pope Innocent IV ſent an: 
Embaſſy to Bats, Cham of Tartary; inviting him to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion: but when the Cham heard the chief points of the Chriſtian: 
Faith, the Trinity, Incarnation, Tranſubſtantiation, &c; he thanked a 
the Pope for his kindneſs, and promiſed to make no incurſion into 
the Chriſtian Countries for five years; 3 but withall declared himſelf. 
not well ſatisfied with hu aui, as it was repreſented to him: and 
immediately after, the Saracens ſent a like Emhaſſage to Bati; re- 
commending to him Mabametiſm, as the more plaufible Se&; and 
theſe prevaled: Bali. and the whole. nation of the T, artars, ubmity 


+ Hour Treaties p· 10. Sali — th #7 Ibid. ch. 2. 5. 31- 


ting to. Mahombtiſm;. in "He ey continde to this iy nid Mr 

gan, 1 in His hiſtory of 3 makes the fame os on ith . 
tegard to the Africans ; 'that they were got. reduced from Paganiſm | 1 | 
77 by mere force of Arms; but ene they liked the 1 Faſures' taken. 
| by the Saracens to make thetn relipquith their 1dolatsy , better than, 
ay Arguments the Chriftions could invent v: and * ele can be ne 


6 ne. 
wonder at this; when we conſider, that the Chriftians were guilty of 
| | _ Hlatry themſelves. 1 will not here queſtion, ſays Mr. Made, 
1 . Whether the Chriftian or Mabomelan be db EMT 1 dolater 5 though 
1 ; the doubt might ſoon be reſolved: ſeeing us is well known, that the 
** Mabometans worſhip! no Images . * che Saratehs, fays the fame. 
learned Author, who ſpoiled and 066 ſo great a part of Chrif's Ul 
8 Church ; Were never wears of, ill ix hundred years: after Chr 


. f 2 eren | 
aw time when Chr Miant b began generally to fall to 1dotatry, and to 
worſhip Images, Saints, aud 


Angels. Then God firſt gave Us. over 
d to ſerve other Nations; when We began to ſerve other Gods, be- 

| | ſides the Lord our God. Ang the Turkifh Fury could never be 
ſtayed from caſting more and more. this b age upon our becks; 
| till the Reformed Churches began fo put away their Ie 01s ILY 
Hl. An ether Treaſon, why Chriftianity bath. been loſt in Fever 11 

| Parts of the World, where it was once received; and riot received” 
in others, where it was preached; -is the Wiekednels of the Chrifti 
and their continual Animoſities and Perſecutions*,. "Euſtbius, Ip 


ing of the times of Droclefians' ſays ; * When the Paſtors 1 5 our 


F | reh ſetting aſide the Laws and Rules of their Reli gion, minded 
1 25 only quarrelling with each other; which produced "nothing but re- 
proches, threats, emulations, hatred, and Jeparations; | While each 
Z moſt eagerly contended for Rule and Prveminence ; ; then, according 
A to the ſaying of eremiab, „ the Lord in his Aifpleaſute Sede 
—_ the daughter of Zion: and caſt down from Heaven the Glor ory. 'of 
1 | Thacl—by the Subverſion of the Churches c“ And ſo in Africa we * 
—_ gare told) Ko: good Authority, that the Chriff#ans' owed their ruin to 
3 themſelvis;” and what made the African Moors ſo paſſive, and ready 
1 to fall-in with the Mabometans, was er the hope of ridding them- 
= ſelves of their greateſt eyeſore; the imperious, impiouſly vicious, 
E - DO x inſatiably avaritious, 1385 con ſequently inſufferably ee 


—— 


Y | _=_ Unit, Tracts, N. 93 9 Morgan's Hiſt, of Barley 146, 1 166. 
1 4 Jo. Medes Works, p. 155 ob id 10 EY Letter 2717 — 2 | 
1 + Sar J. Newton on the roph· p- 387. 
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honeſtly. given by Mr. }#ollafon—Among other Prejudices; there is” 2 
one of à particular nature; which We muſt obſerve to: have been » - 


one, of the greateſt Cauſes of modern Irretigion,, Whilſt ſome Tz : 1 


; ions and Rites are carried to ſuch an immoderate Highth 1 
es the Abſurdity:. of them to the view of almoſt every body, 1 
them who receive them; not only Genes belles ' - ES 

Lettres, but even men of common Senſe many times ſee through. Ni 1 


them: and. then out of indi; Snation. and exceſſive Renitence, not: „ 3 
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[RY Sab . from that is falſe, they ct 
2 an fall into the. cue e exereme, Contempt of aH Religion 
in general. N 119 ee TRIS LEAR» By: a LOST 


- Another. Writer, in a book dedicated to ths late J ord E. 
i peaks to the ſame: putpoſe. Though the articles f 
Relief, that fall within the comprehenſion of man 
eſſential to their Happineſs, are few. and ſmplez yet i 1Fenious : 
have contrived to erect them into a mo F ee 'Syſtetn of! 
metaphyſical Subtlety. The bad conſequences. of fuch Syſtems Sea 
been, yarious—Moſt men are bred- up in a belief of the peculiar 
diſtinguiſhing, opinions of ſome one religious ſect or other. They 
are taught; tbat all theſe are founded equally on dine! Authority, 
or the cleareſt deductions of Reaſon. By which means, allitheir 
Religion. hangs ſo much together ;\ that one part eanuc tbe . ſhaken! 
without endangering. the Whole. Hot. whenever any Freedom of 
Enquiry is allowed, the Folly of ſome of theſe; opinions, and the 
uncertain Foundation of others, cannot be conceled wand, when this 
cames. to be the caſe, a general. Diſtruſt of the whole, cammoniy 
ſucceeds ; with that Lukewarmneſs in Religion, which. is its. nece 
_ fary Couſequence*. : ps Burnet makes the Tool AE 
bis Lettem, ih 95h, ab 5 9 

Theſe are the . Why „ Den 10 volrctfolls nels 
men of Senſe in France.” Aale, becauſe their Divines have æxplaned 
the doctrines of Chriftianity in ſuch a manner; as to contradict their 
notions of natural Religion, which they can demonſtrate; and they 
reject the whole, rather than admit as a divine Revelation 19ak 
they know to be falſe, and perhaps blaſphemous. | Rnd, . 
gy e Reaſon, which leads to the ſame end, is; FH kt" 4 fox huh; 
themſelves ſo oppreſſed, and euſlaved, and tyranuized over, by. Ana 
Eccleſiaſticks. Whereas, if Chriftianity was ſa explaned, as to be 
conſiſtent with the natural notions of Morality, and the attributes of i 
God; and the eccleſiaſtical. powers ſo reſtrained, as they are in 
England ; all this exceſſive Renitence would ſubſide: and nd Men of. 
Literature would be as ready to attend the proofs of the Divinity of 
the new Teſtament, as of the SO of; ain 5 Communrarige 
or Ciearo. 4 eee ee e 
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But we are told, that long articles af, Faith s ate to be views: at a 
aiſtanoe; and looked-upon with iſilent Venetation, and religious 
Awe; and an examination into them by. Reaſon. is dangerous, be- 
cauſe they are above our Reaſon. Do. Chriſt ang his Apoſtles tell. us 
this? No, ; but the Romaniſis do: for "Traaſubſtantiatian: can, be be- 
Hieved by no othet imeans z and they would i perſuade the Proteſtants, 

if they could, that they have ertdenda Was che -Prateſtant Church; 
which are. as contrary to the Senle and Reaſon of Mankind, as: eh 
ſubſtantiation. And ſome, who miſtake themſelves for Dejfsc|.t 


it upon their Words; and, in couſaquenee. of its deny: all. Revelation 
3 fy Gt . ; att. 0 Jen 3 ONTO 16 - 


in t e Gros." in? | 
Danger lets ind: htm a a 


1 0) o Revelation | 


But let US. ex mi Je, where 111 
queſtion, in which the'Dezf. is25;muchicopceri das the:Chriftign: 
viz how the material World could be brought into being; vehon. WV 
yet it. was not: or in what manner Creation is performed. 
queſtion muſt be allowed by all men. 0 be above our Reaſon; And 


tion of, it; but our Reaſon in- 


yet we apply to our Reaſon for a Soluti 
prep ms us, what We gt) a5 well; have apply'd. £o;'a brick; Wall; 
lat, if we her aſſiſtence, e ſhould have given her ſome 

ta to arg from; ber that here — — and therefore 

is not able to move a ſtep forward. Aud this will be the caſe, in all 
other queſtions. which are. above Mur Reaſan; whether they relate to 
Nature or Revelation. And, conſequently, the. Danger of our rea- 
ſoning, in ſuch caſes; is merely imaginary; ;execpt we reaſon like 
Fools, and draw coucluſions Which Will ndt follow from the Pre. 
mites :- and this we may do, in mattets that: are level to che unden 
ſanding ; as well as in thoſe that are above it. NI nt 
On the other hand, it. ſeams to be abſolutely paar; for 11 to 
kxamine, wirh regard: to eery ſobject of Importance; whether it be 
W our e or not: 1.1 ede we 1 loſe. Weg e 


| upon 
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of Proteſtants: and this is an ather reafon' of their Diſguſt a 
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pen denen the it * over) ö o WY nd Kess; and 
eonſeg Fot the very y-proof that it is contrary to Senſe 
and Reaſon, lane is called Reduo ad abſurdum, proves the falßey 
of a propoſition as effeQually in Relig ous matters, as in the Ma- 
thematicks: and the credibility of -C hriftianity itſelf depends upon 
This kind of argament. For; if we could believe what & cotitta 
Senſe and Reaſon; it would be impoſſible to prove tl of 
However; we are teld, in anſwer to this; that the Proteflants 
| Have theic myſteries, as well as the Papiſts.  *Tis true! and ſo hi 
the Dojfr ; in the #rve Soripture ſenſe of the Word Myſtery. © But 
why is not a'Myjtery to be examined into; as well us any other Pro- 
poſition? Or how can a Myfery be true, that is contrary to Senſe 
and Reaſon any more than any other Prepoſition? It 4s amazingly 
weak and rhoughtleſd in Proteſtants, to talk of the Myſteries of 
Chriftianity in this manners as if they were oredenda contrary to Senfe 
and Reaſon, or not to be reconciled to them. Chriftiantty has no 
| _ Myfteries: when the Dejfts ſpeak of Chrifiunity A manner, 
they mean tb ineulcate, chat our Faith is N ſenſor and when the 
Popite uſe this argument to convert the e it ig merely to 
| bring them over to the belief of Nonſenſe, ' '- © 
It is high time for the Proteſtants to ders this Word Maſe. 

ſery, Which has been of ſuch inſinite Service to Rome, in the ſame 
ſenſe | in which i is enplaned and uſed in Scriptare. A Myſtery, in 
| opiſb Senſe of the Word, is a Propoſition inexplicable, con- 
trary to Senſe and Reaſbn, aid as incomprehenſible after Revelation 
as it was before: and in this ſenſe it is, in which the Engl: , when 
they return from travelling through Pepiſb Countries, generally 
underſtand it; and apply it, when they come home, to the Religion 
ainſt 
Chriſtianity in general. But this ſenſe of the Word My/tery-is 10 far 
from the true ove; that it will not agree with ay one Fext-1 in the . 
new Teſtament. 
For your Satisfaction upon this Subject, | which] is of tent ld 
ance, I ſhall. examine: every Text we wat Rey ys an winch the word 
Mypeery i is uſed, 

"Chriſt tells his Diſeiples; to You it is given to know-the: Myfter ry 
of the Kingdom of God: and accordingly. he explanes to them the 
parable of the Sower. (Mar. iv. 1 1. Lu. vüi. 1o. Matt. xili. 11.) 


? St. 
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St. Paul ſays to the 88 I Ron, not, AY that ye a - 
de ignorant of this Myſtery; viz: that Blindneſs had happen'd to MH 
in part, till the fullneſs of the Gentiles be come-in, (Ro. xi. 25.) 
And to the Corinthians he fays; I.ſhew you a"Myftery,” we hall 
not all ſleep; but we ſhall all de changed. (4 Cor. xv. 51 .)—And- 
we are told, (2 | 9; 10.) that God liath made known to us the 
Myflery of his ill; viz. that he will gather together in one, all 
ard in Chrift ; as it is explaned in the next verſe.—And: ſo the 
; Myſterylis g erplaned, [Eph. ti. 3. Þ that the Gentiles ſhould be joint 
Heirs with the Jef; and St. Paul explanes the Myſtery which he 
ſpeaks of; (Eph. v. 19. e ſee from henee; thatevery particular of 
the Chriftian'De öctrine, which was not known before, is called a + 
Myſtery: and the whole Revelation, when taken together, is called 
| by the lime name. The Goſpel is therefore ſaid'to.be the Wiſdom 
of God in a e; ( Cor. ii. 2 and the partaking of it, the fel- 
owtſhip of the Myfery; (Epb. iii. g.) and it was the knowledge of this 
Myſtery, which was made known w St. Paul; (Epb, iii. 3.) which the 
E er, were to underſtand," (verſe 4.) and which he was to make 
Kioten: (Eph. vi. 19.) Hence ons that the Myfory of the Golpel 
Was the Doctrine of the Gs a Doctrine, tha 7 preached; 
and a Myſtery, that was mae 6 manifef, and — (Col ad n 
iv. 3.) — And this was the Myftery of Ghrift, (Eph. i. pH pa My/- 
tery of Faith, (1 Tim. iii. 9.) and the Myftery of Godiineſs, Tim. i. 
= 6) and the Myſteries, of which the Apoſtles were Stewards; (1 Cor. 
ic. 1. And the ſame word is uſed of things not yet explaned, but 
to be explaned immelialely as the Myfery of the Seven Stars, (Rev. 
i. 20 ;) or, of what is to be explaned hereafter ; as the Myſtery of 
Iniquity, which then began to work. (1 754, li. 7.)—And the A Merry 
of God which is to be finiſhed, is the method of his Government. 
(Rev. x. 70 And St. Paul ſpeaks of undenſtanding all Myfteries, 
1 Cor. xiii. 2.) and declares-his deſire for the Colgſians, &c. that they 
may have full aſſurance of Undei, fanding, to the acknowledgement 
of the Myferies of God: (Col. il. 2.) ſo that the Myſteries he preached 
were to be acknowledged by the Taderflanding and he that ſpake ' 
in an unknown Tongue is lad to peak Myftervess merely for want a 
an Interpreter (1 Cor. xiv. 2.) 502 
From all which it appears; chat the word Myfte ry in che new 


Teſtament, means nothing's more wks 1 4 Seer or a thing not un- 
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derbe And i in the fame, manner, as the ws Stovet | is, «All als 
uſe; of, aſter it is divulged; (as when we ſay, the Secret is , well 
known 3) ſo the word Myſtery is uſed to ſignify the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, even after they had been publicly taught and explaned: 
and, ee if we muſt not {earch 1 into My/ ebe we mult not 
endeavour to underſtand. the Goſpel. Foy 4 ve 
And then, to what: purpoſe was the Revelation ae The only 
place in the new Teſtament, where it can be underſtood to,mean an 
unintelligible Doctrine, is in the Revelation (xvii. 15 .) where we are 
told, that upon the forehead of the Woman who. ſat upon the ſcarlet- 
colouted Beaſt full of names of Blaſphemy, was written Myſtes 5. 
Babylon, the mother of Harlots, and abominations of the Earth; a 
proper Ornament enough for Her, but vecy: inconſiſtent with the Fai aith 

of a Proteſtant Church. Upon the whole, there is not a 1725 
Text in the new dee Which! even intimates to us, that a My/ 


: netary 8 1 5 : 


It is the 1 to I RC more wy e God "Be re- 
veled; and to explane awuthoritatively, What the Scripture has nat 
given us ſufficient data to: underſtand with certainty and preciſion 1 
that has cauſed all the Errors and Animoſities in the Chr ian 
Church: whereas, if men would be content to be ignorant; where 
they really are. ſo, and God intended, that they ſhould be ſo; there 


would be more Chriſtianity in the World. as Dr. H. bichcote has ob- 
ſerved; and lets Controverſy t. 


As the Doctrines of "Chriftianity are all of them intellig ible to every 
individual; as far as is: neceſſary to be believed by every individual, 
in made to his Salvation: ſo are the Arguments, by Wien the Lr 
A See the Motto to Letter vl. 
bility | 
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5. To convince Mankind of the Divinity of the meſſage he was to 
revele to them; it is probable, that God would furniſh the Meſſenger 
with ſuch Credentials; as ſhould convince thoſe, to whom he preached, 
of his divine Miſſion: and would not expect, that his Meſſenger's word 
ſhould be believed, without ſuch Atteſtation. And conſequently it 
is probable; that he would ſupply him with power to prove his 40 
ſiſtence ſrom, and Communication with, that Superior Being, in 
whoſe name he ſpake. And this power muſt alſo, be above the 
e Io HT RT. 
6. And, if God ſhould alſo deſign this Revelation for the uſe of 
ſucceding generations; it is rebel, that he would ſupply his Meſ- 
ſenger with ſuch farther Evidence of his divine Miſſion; as ſhould be 
ſufficient to conyince ſucceding Generations: and this might be 
done, by impowering him to foretell future Events; upon the ae- 
compliſhment of which, ſuture Ages would be convinced of the di- 
vine Miſſion of his Meſſeuger; as well as the Generation he preached - 
to. It is not therefore improbable, that he might endow his Mi- 
niſter with the Spirit of Prophecy. ce. 
From hence we may collect thus much; that there is nothing 
2 in the Suppoſition, that God might revele his Will to 
Mankind; and, in that caſe, would confirm and eſtabliſh his Revela- 
tion by Miracles and Prophecies. Nay farther, if it. can not be 
ſhewn to be improbable, that God ſhould revele his Will to Man- 
kind; the Miracles and Prophecies will be ſo far from improbable; 
that, according to our notions. of Evidence and Proof, they will he 
abſolutely neceſſary to that end. And, conſequently, the whole Im- 
probability of Miracles and Prophecy cannot poſſibly be greater; 
than the Improbability that God ſhould revele his W. | to Man: 
for, if that be probable, Miracles will bg not only probable, but ne- 
ceflary, So that the queſtion regarding the Probability of Miracles 
and Prophecy a priori between the Dei and the Chiiſtian, will be 
reduced to this one point; Whether it is probable or improbable, 
that God ſhould revele his Will to Man; in order to prevent the 
knowledge of his moral Perfections and Government, and Superin- 
tendency over the affairs of Men, from being entirely obliterated 
„ . T 
Having ſhew it to be probable, that God might revele his Will 
to Mankind, and confirm and eſtabliſh his Revelations by Miracles 
3 1 80 | I of and 
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OPER 1 mall auen to prove the Fad: nc out of 


. * tano of the, moſt extraordinary ones; which we know to be 
accompliſhed, and which are impoſſible. to have been foreknown by 
human reaſon and conjecture; and highly improbable in themſelyes: 
- the former of which is foretold by Moſes and the Prophets, from 
above 3000 years ago; and the latter by the Apoſtles of Fefus Chr rift 
from ab ove 1700. Upon which I argue as follows; 
1. If Moſes and the e could, and actually 604. Aches ſo 
ong ago, What ſhould come to paſs in the future ages of the World; 
and this ſo Planely and expreſly, as to be level to a common Unders 
fanding ; and if we at this diſtance of time fee, and know theſe 
| Pobpliccies (im poſſible to be collected by human conjecture, and im- 
ptobable in themſelves ;) to be actually completed: What muſt we 
conclude ;-but that the Prophets, who foretold theſe things, had 
their Knowledge of them foes the Supreme Being, who governs. | 
all things as he pleaſes; or from one, who was inſtructed by hm in 
what, manner he deſigned that things ſhould be, at t thoſe 80 
diſtances of time uw. | 
For my own part; when 1 read over the e of Moſes, and | 
the Prophets, relating to our Diſperſion; that we ſhall be ſifted 11 
ſcattered. 1 into all Nations, and become a Proverb and a Reproche; - 
and yet continue a ſeparate People, capable of being gathered together 
5 5 in che atter days!; whereas all the nations of the 
world, who ſpoiled us, ate utterly deſtroyed; as our Prophets. long 
o foretold æ: L cannot avoid concluding; that a Fact, ſo improbable 
in itſelf, and ſo contrary to what hath ever bappened to any other 
nation in the World, could be foreknown by no one; who had not 
intercourſe by Inſpiration with the God of the Univerſe: and the 
ſame / Concluſion follows from the Prophecies both of the old and new 
Teſtament, which give us the particular Circumſtances and Doctrines. 
of the graud Apoflaſy, and of the rife anch grandeur, and tyranny of © 


the Raman Church; all which we know to have been panQuayly, 


accompliſhed, . | 5 
The prophet Damel 1 to l HEY "BY HR 


| failitude of in lag?" 5 Aan after Him ſhould ariſe 4 Kingdoms 


* For this rue ſee Dr. x Soles, on Miracles: the Author ſometimes: uſes bis very words, 
* ee 4˙ 


* Fer. xxx. LI. Amos, ix. 8. Dan. ii. 


inferior 


many Prophecies which might be cholty to argue from, I thall 
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interior to bit, Hig Airs; A Purdy welds this unt „tb Ki gdom 
ſhould be divided into ſeyeral; ſome of which ſhould: be ſtrong, and 
others weak; and that, during this Fourth, a Lingdom ſhouldbe ereë : 
ed by the God of Heaven; which ſhould never be deſtroyedin. 
And in the ſeventh chapter he gives us the ſame Prophet — 
| the fimilitude of four Beaſts; which he explanes to meag Kingdoms: 
{verſe 17.) during the laſt of which, en Horns or Kingdom 2 2 
ariſe out of it; ene of which ſhould ariſe different from che 
| which ſhould ſubdue three of them. —— 1 0 


* 8 Lv . 


No it is manifeſt, from the Hiſtory- of. thy. World; 7 5 


org reat Monarchies did actually ſuccede one another, as * is here 
Wobei That, in the laſt of theſe, the Kingdom of Chriftwas e 


which will laſt for ever: That, this fourth: ingdom has been divided 


into ten, Tome weak and Tons ſtrong ; 'and'that from among theſe % 5 


the Pontiffs of Rome are riſen, different from all the other Powers; 
and have ſubdued three of them: vis.” the Exarchate of | Ravenna in 
755, the Kingdom of the Lambards'in 753, and the Dukedom of 
Rome in 796; by which means the Biſhop-of Rome acquired Petems 
Patrimony, and became a temporal Prince, and wears a * 
iy 


Crown. But this Power, ſo fatal to Chr;fianity,:is more particula 


deſcribed by the Chriftans. ' St. John ſpeaks of him as * Antichrif; 
and at other times as a Harlot or apoſtatized- Churche, having her 
Reſidence at Rome, fitting on the Roman throne *, and reigning 
over the Kings of the Earth, into which the Roman Empire was 
broken, who gave her their Kingdom and Power and Strength e; 
and as branded in the forchead with the name Myſtery, Badylon, 
the mother of Hatlots, and abomihations of the:Earth's'' And the 
Apoſtle ſaw her (that is, the Chriftian Church) drunken with the 
bloud of the Martyrs of Feſus ; and when he ſaw her, he wondered 


with great: admiration: dix. to ſee FE 07 e drunken with 
the loud of Chriflians. © ne WHOA et aura toi; once) 


4 *” 


Now when I look'into Hiſtory : ud find this: Character, ſtrauge 5 
as ĩt is, fulfi led in the Roman Church; nay, ſee the completion of 
theſe Prophecies before my Eyes: I can not have the leſt doubt, but 
that the Hropketes who foretold them, were inſtructed and inſpired 
by God. For nothing that ever happen'd in the World can be 
more amazing, to us who ook. backward ; 1 95. could | have appeared 
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Dan. ii. 44. Rev. xvii,5. ver. 18, ver. 13. ver. 8. ver. 6. 
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1 when ou looked FO: 1 * „„ ono 
what, is here foretold, and has lp wh ally. 1 | appened, in conſequetiebidf_ 0 
the Apoltaly kram the Word of God to the Oimrbandments of Men, 5 
=: hich -no,Ch riftian Church in the World is yet clear;) that „ 

| 1 8 wh and Marty rs Ghoul _ perfectly by the Rulers: _ = 
1 el 25 the moſt Reli e and Leatned among OY . 

ns and Defenders of the Faith, the Suffers = 

8 ro the” biin e — 
Apoſtles" foretold in differ _ - 
e of the 5 ; as the forbidding th .- 
b meats; z and thoſe Errors, which Chrjt - i 
; ſuch as Idolatry, andthe _— 

Zilpleto tnurtherone-an/other, - 
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ad Out Of a ne RY Sing Gag good Service; and ; 4 
wg Wer te F in e Temple of God) as St. _ | 
, fuperior to the Emperor, Uo all that is called 
: ive tothe Authority of cop 5 1 : and that not way ” 
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Po 1015 Apoſtles —_— = 
| Ver think OL 8 ſuch h Hout Fog divine . K 1 
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n agreed, by "OE IE and Paste; Gt! Wo Beaſt AE 3 
ee Rome,” & = Romanifts, ky: Bp. of Meauæ dre Avg tay; * Fo bes 
a O me Prat @nts,. ut e co 7 Will pear v C 1 8 7 
FE age Cents on n fn {3 N e IT ar fac di T4 3 53 & 3 | 8 N 1 
r. The Beaſt, Which St. Tobi fas, Was 1 0 ie bee then riſen: ch. xvi. 8. but | 3 
"I Rome was then in its highth, _ . , . enen | 
John was ſeiz'd with Afoniſhment; - upon belbg Her. (ck broke Whore) Gin odds 75 
Boa LH the Saints: and nothing could be more wages if ſpaken! of Chriftiax: Rome +; but it | 
could de | na Surprize in Heathen Rome 3 after he, hi hen che Perſecytions of r0 and | 
Domitian, ch. xt. d. ate mn an fr 
3. Power was given to the "Beaſt "y chin 446 your ; bur de & tbrappear u Pager „ | | 3 
2 Religion continued in Rome 400 years uſteruhe rr 22580019. 20 
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bans _. an intercourſe Bebe 1080 40 10 15 Pre; 
no cothjettural Obje&ions can be of force kü cken 25 f 8 
fuck: plane and poſitive Pr raoft—And from hence I Argue Me. O97 
WW Ehe Oertainty of an ante: reoutle between God aud fan Bag. 
Prophery, takes-off all the Improbability from the Miracles; faid 
be performed by tha ſame. perſons, in proof of che Revelat th 
were about. to eſtab] lich and e and all Suſp ova of FUR" 
from the Hiſtorians,” who H wh Feld their Sis, Re, who” 
is certain from the completion rophecy.; th 5 eite Werk 
aſſiſted by a divine power . 255 things » Whiel Wete itapoftbie-⸗ 
to be collected by Fas conjecture, + an " depen ed Ht Hy upon: 
the wil of Gods: can have no. alot to doubt, but en t the 1 


its promulgation, to thoſe. f e 98 a0 fl. 
bs = aſcertain, 12 ame e to füch; a8 oof debit th it 
to ſee the proof by ens wrage but lived 10 de time, pertitips' one 
ages, after. It is therefore "highly. pribables even without the” 
evidence of Hiſtory, and priox. - the abe deration' of it; that the 
.. ĩ K 
were alſo endowed with the power of working Mirathes: 88 that 
we have not only no reaſon to ſuſpect tlie credit of the CNN | 
who Hou relate ſueh fact, any more than. we haye to doubt of 
any other action he relates; but we have a reaſon a priori, from the 
nature of the thing, to believe ſuch perſons to be endowed with 
miraculous powers; and to expect to meet with accounts of ſuch- 
faQts.in the Hiſtorians who undertake to relate their actions. 
If it be therefore demanded ; why we believe the Miracles of the 
new Peſtament to have been formed by thoſe, to whom they are: 
aſcribed; it is ſufficiant to anfwer—becauſe we know, by the com- 
„ pletion of their Prophecies, that they were aſſiſted by a Being able 
to perform them; in whoſe work key were emplsyed : ies will 
1 er thoſe. facts grebabley which would be. improbable, if. related 
8 "> 
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8⁰ that our 30 is | 
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eee for ten pages, in which 85 
r thas Gapuble of it A | 
„ as follows, _ | 


& think, it muſt be allo wed; at leſt, i rend? 25 
that, tho* there be no ſuch connection betwixt . 
4 1 Tric Me as that one is a neceflary attendent-on-the other: 

d though Miracles cannot alter tHe, f Nature of things ; cannot 
nake..a de Propoſition true: yet, I think, when it planely 
pearz, that a, miraculous Power” is, or has been, exerted ; the. 
ertign c of ſuch power calls for aur moſt ſerious Attention aud 
Regard ;, and, if any Doctrine has been promulged by the Operator, 
tha M nkind. are mterefied in 1 be 1 is in- > 
by le, as. being, perfectly agreable to our natural Notions of t 
A 100 a Bower at wy reatly ſtrengthens or hightens 


| tp ws 6, on 3/as it miniſters juſt ground for pteſuming, that . 
the pring of ſuck ur perior . 8 the print 8 ot dure Niorv lad 
all; 


3 3 | 10 11 % iti 20 N o 5 
alſo; 9 Wa to n at delt, are - Katy 
{wer the purpoſes of Benevolence. But, 1 think, "we are not 1057 
to follow / every thing, that may be recommended b nuch 8 > 
Power:. on the contrary, I think, it is our Duty, becauſe our pr 
is.embarked in the caſe, to try every Spirit, every Doctrine, ' every 
Prophet, every Teacher; to prove all things; and ho 1 755 ; Au 
5 add that only; whac| „upon trial, N to be worry the 
| > 5 i Baxgpt, of Mankind.” N | "oi 11. . i a 77 
3 1 en contradit ; nothing that i is here add, Te foems to ot 


al: to 20. 1 


of ir: 


of it: 10 0 daß fi: 


1 EN other 160 1. Wall fi 
cauſe: which he eſpouſes; by which a confi 
to diſtinguiſh it from the cauſe of the Fuem 
40/2 with Safety. Aten 101 25 1 
I muſt own, it does not ace Me at ak 0 iber God Js 
| Almighty ſhould. preſerve. us 1 miſtakes; With ref alt to real ot 
. _ pretended Miracles, any. more than on other occalions;' Withouit't ou 
8 oyvn Care and Labour: and, if we are ip er, it is all one t. L 
us, whether we are deceiyed PF a Man, an Avg or. a. Devil. 1 5 9 
queſtion with regard to our. ſafety. in the 00 Arrribur & of Gt 
is not; whether He will ſuffer us to be deceived by bie of theſe; ts . 
ther than by an other; but whether he will ſuffer us to be e 5 
s at alk Wherever he means abſolutely, that a Revelation fall! be 
known to come. from Bim; he will Ws.” us. under no uncertaint 1 
about it: but, When he means, that the belief of it {halt depend 5 on Fa. 
our honeſt reſearches ; he will afford us no abfotute demonſtration; ; 
and it will become us, in that caſe, to dach out the truth by all the 
powers we are maſters of. And if the Miracle, or what appears to 
ug to be ſuch, be in atteſtation of a Doctrine which we Lage to be ; 
falſe; or contradictory to the Perfections of God, (Which the Deiſi 
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id by Information from the God of the Univerſe, 
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Being can with certainty foretell 


the Belief that We are under the inf pection of an all 4 
Governer ; who will judge us according to our Works. T 2 1 
dee I x, 23. lite 9. zliv. 7, 8. xvi. 9, 10. Jer. xh. 14+ Xxvii. 9, 10. J. 35, 36. | | 
ITE 3. That. 
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b prevent the Kei * lodge of dis Truth: Sam being öl 
and a defection to Idolatry or Atheiſm eee eee 
7 of ji ares as the conſequence; the loprem 
ordaii, that the Jeboval Angel 
8 , by whom He created-the-V eld, mort 
mndutt of Men; and keep up, in ſome part 
il ory. of C 6078 Providence over it from the be- 
480 Proghiecic ies of what en come 1 im future 
f 5 bi 6 LION TERS, © 52 th eat 4 +: 
. 4. That, to this purpoſe tl made a Covenant with 
8 „ Jewiſt Nation Which netdek vader N is particular Cate, becauſe 
he knew that Abraham would command his Children aſter bim, and | 
they ſhould keep the way of the Lords; and he ſeparated. it from 
other N ations, that they might not loſe the knowledge of the true 
| God, and fall into Idolatry: and he inſtructed them in the know-. 
85 ledge of God, and his Providence, and his 1 


*rophecies,: and every 
thing neceflary to Irove to the reſt of the v Wan 
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times, | 
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over the affairs of 1 „whenever they ſhould pay a pr 
to ſuch ſubjects: 8 7 prepare them for ſuch! Fyrurs Revelationy-as x 
he ba ned to give then in his own CCC 979) nod. 
Chat, to carry-on this deſign, the Fehovah . Inge] ent his Pra- 


hint to reclame our Fathers, when they were running — 
who preac 16d the Truth to them, at the riſſti of theit Lives; in o- 


FO x 1-4 


der to preſerve them in the true Worthip—as we are told, b 
of Paable, in the twelfth chapter of 2 eren 
x planted a Vineyard, and ſet a Hedge about it, and digged a place far 
the Wine Fat, and built a Tower, and let it out to Huſbandmen, 
and went into a far "Country: And at the ſeaſon he ſent to the Hub 
bandmen a Servant, that he might receive of the Huſbandmen the 
ö | . fruit of the Vineyard; and they caught him, and beat him, and ſent 
him away empty. And again he ſent unto them an other Servants 
and at him they caſt ſtonts; and wounded him in the head, and ſent 
bim away ſhartefully handled. And again he ſent an other; and 
him they” Killed: and many others; | "bowing" ene, aut killing 
ſome " Ge” ht, #9) 70335: 
£4 6. When it was no longer neceſſery this! the — Bochliarit ty 
mold be 1 the ſupreme God ſent into "he World A; i bats 
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ad killed him, andi caſt him out of the Vi yard. 
M' this great Prophet, this Son of God, was ſlain; 
i this aer reforming; Mankind,, as to 
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0 the ans of os Romans; ar 


ſerving | ERevelationn of God, by r Te def their di kl 
axity, the Diſciples of Chr; were commanded to turn aud 


the Gentiles; and thoſs who believed ſueceded.into the ſame, favor 
aid peculiarity, which had been forfeited by: the Jerus; and 0 


govern'd by the Laws 
And the Natian of the Jes, by he he — 7 


from that time to this been entruſted to preſetve the ſacred e s 


and Prophecies, whieh are to prepare the World to receive him a 


his ſecond coming, with n Power; 25.4 Princo, and Lord over - 


the whole Earth, © 

8. The Superlori ty of inorg} Perfection and Ob dienen to God i; 

e Febouab Angel above all other Beings, did not go ne 
by the God of the Univerſe. - But in reward of his 
ctivet power to ratſe the Dead, to forgive Sin, and ta give everlaſt-. 
ing Life to as many as he will, in that Kingdom which the inviſi- 
ble and ſelf- exiſtent eb prepared for him before the World be- 


lerits, he re- 
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Kings, and Lord of Lords; as will appear to be his proper Tule, = 
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5 Hay here is 4 Perſon from the other World, who proves his Miſſion 
by extraordinary /Works,/beyond the, 


MBs wot t % and Hope that it were tome nt 1, 
Hat regard then ute we tot pay to this? Why, we muſt com 1 | 


power of Man to perform; 1 
re by the profeſſad Servants of God, Who 
2 — ©309 Works th ſelves, by 


authentic Hiſtory; rhe Dadtrine he teaches, tends; to pro- f 
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_ mote thoſe Virtues, vvhich our on Reaſon and;Conſcience approves 
of, and informs us to be dur Duty; and he: aſſure: 
4 Riwa#d, far abode any thing that this world can: boaſt . 
vhole ſcheme that is revele@ is gteat and neee an 0 
natute of an itnmortal Being to purſu 
and Governer of the Univerſe to grant; 

3 nevolence, 


8 8s of all eminent. 
and the 
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ns- gg, Bounty, A 
and Love. And as we may be well aſſured, that uo bad 
Being \ Vous ever ſo far counteract its on Nature, as to > perſuade 1 us 


- to the practiſe of Virtue; much leſs entice us to it, by the hopes of 
Glory, huh Honour, and Immortality; we may ſafely, conclide, 


that the Revelation muſt come from a good Being: and from the 
accompliſhment of Prophecy we muſt r that it comes from 
the ſupreme Being. So that we are in no danger of , being deceived 


in this caſe to our Hurt; if ve do but uſe our own vatural a 
and examine to the bottom of things. N 


What though the Magicians are ſaid. to Tn done very, extra- 
ordinary things before Moſes; and Simon Mag us did things, which 
the people did not diſtinguiſh from true W and falſe Chi. 
ant may do great ſigns and wonders hereafter: yet, as in the two 


former caſes, the oppoſers of the Truth were brought to own, that 


Moſes and Philip both ated by a ſuperior Power; ſo there is no 
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